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4 September 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Welcome back! 
 

It was an absolute joy to welcome the children back into school on Wednesday and to see them happily playing 
and catching up with their friends. A special welcome to the children and families who have joined our school 
community this September – as well as our new Nursery and Reception children, we also have new starters in 
other year groups. We hope that all our new starters settle in quickly and enjoy their time at our school. At this 
time, we also think about the children who left St Patrick’s at the end of the year, we hope that they too settle into 
their new schools quickly and continue to work hard and do their best.  
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding during the first week back – we always anticipated that changes 
and tweaks would need to be made to our systems and procedures as no amount of planning can cover all 
eventualities. Your cooperation this week has helped us to get back into routines smoothly and minimised the 
impact to the children.  
 

As always, the children have been fantastic; they have adapted quickly to our new rules and systems and their 
behaviour has been impeccable. As indicated in the letter dated 10 July, we have a number of systems in place to 
keep children and staff safe; staggered break and lunchtimes, one-way systems and reduced contact between 
groups of children and adults, along with additional hygiene measures. Each classroom has a dedicated ‘sanitation 
station’ and we have installed additional handwashing stations in classrooms to ensure that all classes have 
sufficient access to handwashing facilities at regular intervals.  
 

Covid-19 has not gone away; it still poses a significant risk which threatens to resurge during the autumn and winter 
months. Unfortunately, we have a large school population and limited space and access points; we do not want a 
spike of infections caused by large gatherings during drop off and collection and so, as a school community we 
need to work together and prevent this by playing our part and adhering to guidance. Please respect everyone’s 
right to drop off and collect their child safely.  
 

As the week has gone on, we have tried to adapt and improve the drop off and collection arrangements and they 
seem to be running more smoothly now. In order to reduce the impact to parents who have children in different 
year groups, from Monday 7th September, there will be a flexible drop off time for all children between 8.40 and 
8.55am. Please DO NOT come before 8.40am and queue in the street as this creates congestion and increases the 
potential risk of transmission of CV19.  
 

Collection at the end of the day is harder to manage as we have so little space in which to hand over children safely. 
Again, we appeal to parents to try, as far as possible, and stick to times that have been allocated so that large 
queues do not form in the street or on the school site. Please do not use the school yards as a place to catch up 
with friends; move quickly down the queue, collect your child and leave the site.  
 

If your child is in Years 4, 5 or 6 and you would like them to walk home unaccompanied or meet you at a pre-
arranged place in the street, please email school (address above) to let us know. They will be sent out at their 
allocated time from the front of the class queue.  
 

Please show consideration for others by only coming to school when the gates are open, have only one adult to 
collect or drop off, maintain social distancing from others and leave the school premises as quickly as possible 
to reduce crowds.  

 



 
Continuing Christ’s Mission  

A couple of reminders: 
 

 School dinners must be paid for at the start of the week via ParentPay. 
 

 All items of clothing, water bottles, packed lunch boxes and bags must be clearly labelled. Lost property 
that is not labelled will be thrown away. 

 
 A number of children are still bringing rucksack style bags – this is not permitted. Children may only bring 

a small packed lunch bag and a reading folder or flat A4 sized bag. From Monday, if any child brings a 
rucksack, it will be returned to parents at the gate. Parents were informed of this before the holidays. 
 

 Don’t forget that school shoes must be plain black, preferably shoes not trainers. 
 

 Children should wear their PE kit to school on PE days – school PE t-shirt, navy or black shorts and joggers, 
trainers and school sweatshirt or cardigan. No fashion kit is allowed.  

o Monday – Year 4 and Year 2 
o Tuesday – Year 5 and Year 1 
o Wednesday – Year 6 
o Thursday – Year 3 and Reception 

 
 Breakfast and after school clubs start back on Monday. Please remember that places must be booked in 

advance, payment must be made before the deadline date or the place will be offered to a child on the 
waiting list and children must be signed in by a parent. There will be no parking allowed on the school site, 
please walk down the school drive and wait at the hall door. Collection will be from the KS1 yard, or hall 
doors if the weather is bad. 
  

 Please remember that if your child is ill with symptoms of Covid-19, you must keep them at home, inform 
school and book a test: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
Symptoms are: 

o A high temperature 
o A new, continuous cough 
o A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 

 
Thank you once again for your support this week – it has been a very stressful time for everyone and the wonderful 
messages we have received from parents have kept us going!  We look forward with enthusiasm and hope to a 
successful and happy year at St Patrick’s. 
 
 
With very best wishes 
 

  

Mrs Jennifer M Gill 
Head Teacher 


