
READING 
Week commencing: 18.1.21 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 

 

Monday – Book Talk - supported 

Teaching points 

 
Asking 

In the Asking lens, we are thinking 
about the dialogue in the story. Look 

for things that the characters say 
and think about how this reveals 
their feelings or moves the action 

on. 

 
Characters 

In the Characters lens, we are 
looking at the characters, their 

personality, motives and 
experiences.  

 
Trawling for Evidence 

In the Trawling for Evidence lens, we 
are asked to find pieces of evidence 
that support our ideas. We are also 

asked to show how evidence can 
prove something that is happening 

in the text.  

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 

and read the first two pages 

independently. Stop after the 

second page and talk about what 

has happened so far, focusing on the 

actions that have taken place. 

 

Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character speaks more/less 

than other characters because… (Think 

about that character – why might the 

author have chosen to do this?) 

Continue reading your book from 

home and read the next two pages 

out loud. Stop after the fourth page 

and talk about the facts that have 

happened.  

 

 

Write and complete this sentence:  
The main character’s personality can be 

summed up as… 

(What kind of person is the main 

character?) 

Continue reading your book from 

home and read the next two pages 

out loud. Stop after the sixth page 

and talk about what has happened 

thinking about your personal 

response. 

 

Write and complete this sentence: 
We have found a small clue, which other 

readers may have missed, that show us... 

Resources 

Reading book from home. 

 

Tuesday – Book Talk - independent 

Teaching points 

 
Asking 

In the Asking lens, we are thinking 
about the dialogue in the story. Look 
for things that the characters say 
and think about how this reveals 
their feelings or moves the action 
on. 

 
Characters 
In the Characters lens, we are 
looking at the characters, their 
personality, motives and 
experiences. 

 
Trawling for Evidence 
In the Trawling for Evidence lens, we 
are asked to find pieces of evidence 
that support our ideas. We are also 
asked to show how evidence can 
prove something that is happening 
in the text. 

Questions 

Continue reading your book at home 

independently. Stop after the 

second page and talk about what 

has happened so far, focusing on the 

actions that have taken place. 

 

Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character speaks more/less 

than other characters because… (Think 

about that character – why might the 

author have chosen to do this?) 

Continue reading your book from 

home and read the next two pages 

out loud. Stop after the fourth page 

and talk about the facts that have 

happened.  

 

Write and complete this sentence:  
The main character’s personality can be 

summed up as… 

(What kind of person is the main 

character?) 

Continue reading your book from 

home and read the next two pages 

out loud. Stop after the sixth page 

and talk about what has happened 

thinking about your personal 

response. 

 

Write and complete this sentence: 
We have found a small clue, which other 

readers may have missed, that show us... 

Resources 



Reading book from home. 

 

Wednesday – Cracking Comprehension - supported 

Reading Lens 

Introduce the text by asking your child what they know about a nonfiction text. Ask your child to scan the text and 

see if they can identify some of the layout features e.g. pictures and subheadings.  Read the text “Knight Survival 

Guide: Are You Tough Enough?” (Part 1) by Anna Claybourne. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any 

unfamiliar words and talk about their meaning together. Ask your child to read the text again, then read the first 

question. Highlight the key words that tell us what to do. Show your child how to find the information needed in the 

text and model how to write the answers 

 

Activities 

Knight Survival Guide: Are you Tough Enough? (Part 1) by Anna Claybourne      Lesson 3       Wk. 3 
 

 

 
Impact 

Why do you think the author writes “Are you tough enough?” (paragraph 2) as a 

question? 

 

 
Language 

“Being a knight is fun, but it’s not an easy ride.” In this sentence, “it’s not an easy ride” 

is closest in meaning to which option? Choose one. 

You have to be a good horse-rider. □  

The horses are difficult to handle. □  

You hurt yourself if you fall off. □  

It is a hard job to do. □ 

 

 
Touching 

You need to be strong to be a knight! Which two things are particularly heavy? 

Resources 

Knight Survival Guide: Are you Tough Enough? (Part 1) by Anna Claybourne       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday – Cracking Comprehension - independent 

Reading Lens 

Introduce the text by asking your child what they know about a nonfiction text. Revisit the key features of a 

nonfiction text. Read the text “Knight Survival Guide: Are You Tough Enough?” (Part 2) by Anna Claybourne. Ask 

them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and talk about their meaning together. Ask your child to 

read the text again, then read the first question. Highlight the key words that tell us what to do. Children need to 

answer  

Activities 

Knight Survival Guide: Are you Tough Enough? (Part 2) by Anna Claybourne        Lesson 4     Wk. 3 

 

 
Impact 

What does the heading “Showing off” tell us about the author’s feelings about 

tournaments? 

 

 
Language 

 

At this time, were ladies seen as strong and independent, or weak and fragile? 

Explain your answer using ideas from the text. 

 

 
Touching 

“make sure you wear her … coat of arms.”  

In this sentence, the underlined words are closest in meaning to the following.  

Tick one.  

warm winter coat □  

something you wear in secret □  

family’s shield □  

another layer of protection □ 
 

Resources 

“Knight Survival Guide: Are You Tough Enough?” (Part 2) by Anna Claybourne 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 

Ask your child to choose a book from home: it may be any type of text (e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comic or 

magazine). Read together and enjoy sharing their chosen book.   

Activity 

Pause at different points in the text to find the meaning of any unknown words. Question what is happening at 

different points in the text. When you have read for at least 30 minutes, ask your child to complete the book review 

sheet about this text.   

Resources 

Home reading book, book review sheet.   

Oxford Reading Buddy ebooks: https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk


Knight Survival Guide: Are you Tough Enough? (Part 1) by Anna Claybourne 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Knight Survival Guide: Are you Tough Enough? (Part 2) by Anna Claybourne 

 

 
 

 

 



Book Review Template  

  



WRITING 
Week commencing: 18.1.21 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 

In writing lessons, we are following the Jane Considine approach known as ‘The Write Stuff’ (TWS) or ‘Sentence 

Stacking’. We began this approach in Autumn Term 2. Jane Considine is providing live lessons until February half 

term. We felt it would be beneficial for the children to follow this both at home and in school as they have a 

teaching professional demonstrating and explaining what to do. It will also support you as parents so that you know 

how our writing plans on paper are taught in class and it also provides examples of other pupil’s work as guidance. 

Each lesson will run live from 09:45-10:45 a.m. Do not worry if you cannot tune in live as the recording will be 

available on Jane Considine’s YouTube channel indefinitely (please find link in resources). For each writing lesson, 

there will be a supporting PowerPoint which you can use alongside this writing daily plan if preferred. 

This week’s text we continue to look at ‘The Secret of Black Rock’ by Joe Todd-Stanton. 

 

Text for the week: The Secret of Black Rock 

 

Monday: Plot Point 6 – Paradise 

Teaching points 

1. 

 
Synonyms 

Let’s recap on the story so far. 

Watch the video clip in resources up 

to 2:23. 

Look closely at the picture of the 

big, beautiful sea. Chot (chat and 

jot) synonyms for ‘big’. Arrange 

these words in order from low to 

high intensity. 

For example: 

 

enormous 

 

huge 

 

big 

 

Gather a bank of synonyms for 

beautiful – glorious, delightful, 

magnificent. 

Can you think of anymore? 

2. 

 
Collective noun 

A collective noun (e.g., team, group, 

herd) is a word used to describe a 

group of people or things. 

 

Gather different collective nouns for 

fish - squad, society, gang, diversity, 

flock, school, shoal, pod, fleet, 

crowd.  

Can you find anymore? 

 

Watch the opening of the film 

'Finding Nemo' (up to 1:55) to help 

you gather adjectives to describe the 

fish - shimmering, dazzling, 

mesmerising, sparkling, twinkling, 

glistening, flickering, pulsing. 

Can you add anymore? 

3. 

 
Complex sentence 

Look at another beautiful sea clip 

(see resources) and gather positive 

vocabulary to describe the place – 

heaven, heavenly, paradise, 

wonderland, utopia, magical, 

enchanting, blissful, stunning. 

Can you think of anymore? 

Activities 

Write a sentence to showcase your 

favourite synonyms. 

 

Teacher model: 

Erin admired the big, beautiful sea. 

Use a collective noun to describe a 

group of fish/sea creatures. 

 

Teacher model:  

She took a moment to appreciate a 

dazzling diversity of fish. 

Write a complex sentence using 

'because'. 

 

Teacher model: 

Erin couldn't believe her eyes 

because this was paradise. 

Resources 

Jane Considine – Training Space YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos 

‘Secret of Black Rock’ story (up to 2:23): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m39Fyh0BBpk 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m39Fyh0BBpk


Finding Nemo video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pjey-zE3QfQ 

Beautiful sea video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gioc3QAJ7s 

 

Tuesday: Plot Point 7 – Exploring the sea creatures  

Teaching points 

1 

 
Complex sentence 

Read the next two pages of the 

story (see resources). 

 

Watch the video clip about fish and 

discuss the fish types that were 

found. 

 

Gather a bank of ‘ing’ verbs to 

describe Erin ‘jumping’ back into the 

water – leaping, diving, plunging, 

springing, throwing herself, flinging 

herself. 

Can you think of anymore? 

 

2 

 
Alliteration 

Thinking of the fish types 

discovered, brainstorm alliterative 

adjectives – e.g. sinister sea 

lamprey; greedy green moray; 

marvellous Mediterranean flying 

fish.  

Can you add anymore? 

 

Sort these into positive and 

negative adjectives. 

For example: 

Positive Negative 

Marvellous 

Mediterranean 

flying fish 

Greedy green 

moray 
 

3 

 
Determiners (‘A’ / ‘An’) 

What is a ‘determiner’ watch the 

video clip to find out. 

 

Gather a bank of sea creature 

names beginning with vowels – eel, 

albino shark, angelfish, anchovy, 

octopus. 

Can you think of anymore? 

Activities 

Construct a complex sentence, 

opening with an ‘ing’ verb. 

 

Teacher model:  

Jumping back into the water, Erin 

noticed a starry flounder. 

Build a sentence which includes 

alliterative adjectives with your 

technical fish names. 

 

Teacher model:  

She also caught sight of a glistening 

green moray and a strong-looking 

sturgeon. 

 

Write a final sentence to describe 

the sea creatures Erin sees using the 

correct determiner (a/an) with two 

more fish names. 

 

Teacher model:  

An eagle ray and a spotted seahorse 

followed quickly behind. 

Resources 

Jane Considine – Training Space YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos 

Types of fish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1mgJxJG1uM 

Determiners video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdv59REiNZQ&t=90s 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pjey-zE3QfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Gioc3QAJ7s
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1mgJxJG1uM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdv59REiNZQ&t=90s


 
 

 



Wednesday: Plot Point 8 – Black Rock’s hand  

Teaching points 

1 

 
Simile 

Recap on the story so far and read 

the next set of pages (see 

resources). 

 

Look at the images of water-

related animals and things – boat, 

dolphin, shark, wave, whale, 

seaweed, plankton, currents, 

stingray, eel, fish. 

 

Gather a bank of action words for 

the appearance of Black Rock’s 

helping hand – emerged, pushed, 

ascended, rose. 

Can you think of anymore? 

2 

 
Dialogue 

What Erin might say after emerging 

from the water? 

Dialogue (speech) can show shock or 

surprise. 

 

Act out what Erin might say and capture 

on large speech bubbles – e.g. This is so 

strange but I know I should trust Black 

Rock. 

 

Gather alternatives for ‘said’ – 

exclaimed, stuttered, breathed, gasped, 

cried, shouted, bellowed. 

3 

 
Prefix 

Gather a bank of words that can be 

prefixed with ‘un’ – afraid, sure, 

clear, forgettable, believable, 

certain, known, expected, aware, 

imagainable. 

 

What is the effect of adding this 

prefix? 

By adding ‘un’ it means the 

opposite of the root word or ‘not’, 

e.g. unclear means not clear. 

 

Choose one ‘un’ word and practise 

using it verbally in different 

sentences. 

Activities 

Use the sentence starter ‘Quick as 

a flick…’ for your water-themed 

simile and follow it with a precise 

verb for the appearance of Black 

Rock’s hand. 

 

Teacher model:  

Quick as the flick of a dolphin’s tail, 

Black Rock’s hand emerged 

through the water and carried Erin. 

Create your own dialogue for Erin, using 

inverted commas. 

 

Teacher model: 

“Please take me home!” she exclaimed. 

Choose an ‘un’ word to explain this 

moment for Erin, ensuring your 

sentence makes sense. 

 

Teacher model: 

Erin knew this was the most 

unforgettable moment of her life. 

Resources 

Jane Considine – Training Space YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos 

   
 

   
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos


   
 

 
 

 
 



Thursday: Plot Point 9 – A magical collaboration  

Teaching points 

1 

 
Touch 

Recap the story and watch the 

story video clip for the final pages 

(see resources 2:23 onwards). 

 

Gather a bank of ambitious ‘blue’ 

words – indigo, royal, sapphire, 

azure, cobalt, cerulean, sky, arctic, 

ice, peacock, turquoise. 

Are there anymore? 

 

Collect ideas for what Erin can 

touch – sea, waves, foam, ocean, 

surface, spray, breakers, surf.  

2 

 
Adverb 

Collect a bank of sea life items that 

would be swimming/floating around – 

jellyfish, abalone, snail, blue crabs, 

plankton, coral, cuttlefish, sea urchins, 

emperor shrimp, seahorses, seaweed. 

 

Gather a list of positive adverbs for 

their movements – enthusiastically, 

joyfully, gladly, gleefully, eagerly, 

keenly, joyously, energetically. 

Can you think of anymore? 

3 

 
Present perfect tense 

Watch the video clip explaining 

what ‘present perfect tense’ is (see 

resources) 

 

Brainstorm synonyms for ‘amazing’ 

– fantastic, incredible, unusual, 

wonderful, wondrous, brilliant, 

unique, eventful, unbelievable, 

fascinating, memorable, marvellous. 

 

 

Activities 

Write a sentence which includes an 

ambitious colour adjective and 

describe a touch sensation for Erin. 

 

Teacher model: 

Erin dipped her toes into the azure-

blue sea. She touched gentle, 

lapping waves. 

Include a positive adverb into a 

sentence about the sea life. 

 

Teacher model:  

The jellyfish followed the turtle and 

Black Rock happily followed the 

jellyfish. 

Open your sentence with the 

present perfect form and write a 

story finale that includes 

‘teamwork’ vocabulary. 

 

Provided sentence:  

Working as a team, they made it all 

the way back to the shore.  

 

Teacher model:  

They had an amazing time – but 

more than that, they had learned 

the power of collaboration. 

Resources 

Jane Considine – Training Space YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos 

‘Secret of Black Rock’ story (2:23 onwards): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m39Fyh0BBpk 

Present perfect tense: https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/present_perfect_tense.htm 

 

 

Friday: Save our oceans poster 

Teaching points 

What was the theme of our story ‘The Secret of Black Rock’? 

It is about protecting what we have instead of destroying it through ignorance, particularly the seas and oceans. 

Watch the video clip from Blue Planet about a mother whale and her calf (see resources). 

Then watch the video clip from the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in resources. 

 

Examine the fact sheet about the importance of oceans (see resources). 

Then, examine the effects humans have on polluting our waters – look at the three images in resources. 

Activities 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheTrainingSpace/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m39Fyh0BBpk
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/present_perfect_tense.htm


Create an information poster warning people about the dangers of not protecting our oceans and marine life. 

You will need to include facts and persuasive language so you can get people to choose to do the right thing. 

Look at examples of persuasive sentence starters (see resources) to help you with your writing. 

Remember you want people to look after the oceans NOT pollute them and dump rubbish. 

 

Use the example posters (see resources) to provide inspiration. 

Resources 

Blue Planet: https://www.kenburn.co.uk/ocean-plastic-for-kids/ 

WWF: https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/oceans-and-plastics 

https://www.kenburn.co.uk/ocean-plastic-for-kids/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/oceans-and-plastics


 



  
 

 
 

Persuasive sentence starters: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example posters: 

   
 

 
F A N T A S T I C 

      

 

  

Feeling Asking Noticing Touch Action Smelling Taste Imagining Checking 

G R A M M A R I S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Adverbs/ 
Adverbial 
Phrases 

Basics 
Complex 
Sentences 

Dialogue/ 
Contracted 

Forms 
Purpose Paragraphs 

Passive/ 
Active 
Voice 

Past and 
Present 
Tense 

Punctuation 

B O O M T A S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Onomatopoeia Alliteration Rhyme Repetition Simile Metaphor 
Pathetic 
Fallacy 

Pun Personification 

  



MATHS 
Week commencing: 18.1.21 Year group: 4 Teacher:  Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 

 

Learning focus:  Short Multiplication/Division 

 

Monday 

Teaching points 

Let’s revise the main points of short multiplication.  

Step 1: Multiply the ones by your multiplier. Regroup if necessary. 

Step 2: Multiply the tens by your multiplier. Add on anything you have regrouped. Regroup your tens into hundreds 

and tens. 

Step 3: Multiply the hundreds by your multiplier. Add on anything you have regrouped. Regroup your hundreds into 

thousands and hundreds.  

Have a look at the Let’s Explore activity below:  

   
Look at the problems below. 

Let’s Explore! Is your chance to work 

with numbers and explore different 

possibilities.  

 

Using the numbers 5, 4, 2 and 3, create 

a multiplication sentence that gives 

you the biggest product (answer when 

you multiply two numbers) and the 

smallest product. 

 Tip: begin by multiplying your two 

largest digits.  



 
Activity 

Problem Solving: 

1. Farmer Jones has 100 geese and sheep on his farm.  

They have a total of 340 legs.  

How many of each type of animals does Farmer Jones have? 

Farmer Jones has ____ geese and _____ sheep.  

Geese (2 legs) Sheep (4 legs) Total Number of 

Legs 

Correct (√) or Not 

Correct (X) 

50 x 2 = 100 50 x 4 = 200 100+200 = 300 X 

60 x 2 = 120 40 x 4 = 160  120 = 160 = 280  X 

In Challenging Practice, we are asked to access more complex 

problems that require us to use our knowledge in different 

ways.  

To the left are missing number problems. A missing number 

problem requires us to look at the answer and work out what 

we need to multiply by 2 to get this answer. We then continue 

working out to check our answer.  

Let’s work through 1a together.  

I have 2__ (twenty something) x 2 = 48.  

First, I need to work out ___ x 2 which gives me 8. 

I know that 4 x 2 = 8 so my missing number could be 4. 

Let’s check: 4 ones x 2 = 8. 

2 tens x 2 = 4  

so 24 x 2 = 48. I am correct! 

Use this method to solve B, C, and D, then try the activities 

below.  



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

Put on your Thinking Caps 

 
Resources 

Number Cards 

Multiplication square 

 

 

Tuesday 

Teaching points 

Today, we will be completing a review of the learning we have covered so far. Below are some refresher questions 
to complete before completing the questions below. These will also be available through the PowerPoint which will 
be uploaded onto Teams.  
Practice Questions: 
1. Fill in the gaps 
7 + 7 + 7 = ____ 
3 x 6 = ____ sixes 
8 x 9 = ____ x 8 
2. Fill in the gaps 
____, ___, 27, 36, 45, 54, ___, ____, ____ 
3. Multiply: 
5 x 6 = ____ 
6 x 6 = _____ + _____ =  
4. Multiply: 
452 x 3 



5. Fill in the gaps 
6 x 7 = _____ 
____ ÷ 7 = ____ 
____ ÷ 6 = ____ 
6. A baker bakes 152 buns in a day. How many will he make in 5 days? 
7. A gardener has 130 kg of grass seed. He packs the grass seed into bags of 5kg. How many bags does he need?  

Activity 

Complete review pages below. 

  



 



 



 
Resources 

See above – PowerPoint and pages complete to be uploaded to Teams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 

Teaching points 

Key Vocabulary: 

Quotient – The number of items each group will contain. 

Remainder – Anything that is left over 

Today, we will be moving on from written multiplication to look at division. We will be focussing on the key vocabulary 

of Quotient and Remainder as these will be very important when using this method. We’re going to look at the first 

problem together. Remember, you may use apparatus both physically or online to support your learning.  

Ella and Tai are at the beach collecting seashells and pebbles. They divide 8 buckets equally between them.  

a) How many buckets does each child get? 

b) How many buckets are left? 

To solve a) I need to divide 8 by 2. I know that 2 x 4 = 8 so 8 divided by 2 must be 4. The Quotient is 4 and the 

Remainder is 0 as there is nothing left.  

We can also look at this calculation like this.  

 
b) There are no buckets left over as the remainder is 0. 

Practice with the calculation below:  

1. 9 divided by 3 =  

2. 15 divided by 5 = 

3. 27 divided by 9 = 

Sometimes, we can’t make equal groups when we divide. This means we are left with a remainder, something that 

cannot be divided into equal groups. For example, 4 children share 11 sea shells equally between them. We can work 

it out by dividing the 11 sea shells into 4 groups. If we did this, each child would get 2 shells with 3 left over.  

Let’s have a look at our method for this.  

 
 

Each child gets 2 sea shells with 3 sea shells left over.  

Practice with 25 ÷ 3  

Activity 

Practice setting out your division like the examples above.  

Without remainders: 

1. 27 ÷ 3 

2. 14 ÷ 2 

3. 15 ÷ 5 

4. 36 ÷ 9 

With remainders 

5. 19 ÷ 2 

6. 25 ÷ 4 

7. 22 ÷ 3 

Quotient 

 

Remainder 

In this method, we use our times tables to 

take a chunk away to find our quotient.  

Start by writing down your times tables (2, 4, 

6, 8…) 

2 goes into 8 four times, so we are going to 

take away 8 to check there is no remainder.   

We write this as you can see it in our 

example. 

Again, start by writing out your times table (4, 8, 12, 16…) 

Think: how many times does 4 go into 11? Look in your times tables 

4 x 2 = 8          8 is less than 11.  

4 x 3 = 12      12 is more than 11.  

So I have to choose 2. My quotient is 2. 

I’m going to take away 2 lots of 4 from 11 which is 11 – 8. 

11 – 8 = 3.  

I can’t share 3 equally between 4 so this is my remainder.  

 



8. 34 ÷ 6 

Resources 

See above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 

Teaching points 

Yesterday, we began to understand the words quotient and remainder when we divide.  

Quotient: The number of items each group will contain. 

Remainder: What is left over when we cannot divide equally. 

We also practiced division using a new written method yesterday – let’s recap the steps. 

Step 1: Write the calculation. Write down the multiples you need to solve the problem (e.g. the times tables that 

might help you) 

Step 2: Find the closest multiple. Subtract this chunk from the number you are dividing. 

Step 3: Write your quotient on top of your calculation. Write a small r then write the remainder next to it (if there is 

one) 

Remember, you can use any equipment from around the house or online to help support your division.  

Practice with the following calculations: 

3 children share 17 pebbles equally between them. 

A) How many pebbles does each child get? 

17 ÷ 3 = ? 

B) How many pebbles are left? 

Remainder = ____ 

See below for the solution! 

 
Find the missing numbers 

a) 20 ones ÷ 3 = ____ r ____ 

Quotient = 

Remainder = 

 

b) 43 ones ÷ 5 = ____ r ____ 

Quotient =  

Remainder =  

 

Now complete the activity below. 

Activity 



 



 
Resources 

See above 

 
 



Friday 

Teaching points 

Today, we are going to look at odd and even numbers. Start by watching the video: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zknsgk7/articles/zt4jj6f 

Look at the cube towers below. You could make these towers at home out of two colours of blocks to support your 

understanding. 

 
 In each set, the yellow blocks make pairs while the red cube is left out. The numbers that follow this pattern are 

odd.  Odd numbers are numbers in which the ones digit is 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9. Can you name some odd numbers? 

Look at the cube towers below. You could make these towers at home from lego to show your understanding. 

 
In each set, two cubes are linked and each one has a partner. It is different from the previous pattern as there is no 

odd one out. The numbers that provide this pattern are even numbers. Even numbers are numbers in which the 

ones digit is 2, 4, 6, 8 or 0. Can you name some even numbers? 

 

To work out if a number is odd or even, we can divide it by two. If there is a remainder of 1, the number is odd. Let’s 

look at the example: If we have 13 blocks and we divide them by two, there will be one block left (so a remainder of 1) 

so 13 must be an odd number. 12 divided by 2 = 6 12 is less than 13. 

14 divided by 2 = 7. 14 is more than 13 so we choose 6 as our quotient.  

Practice:  

Divide 17 by 2 – is this an even or odd number? 

Divide 19 by 2 – is this an odd or even number? 

 

We can also use this method to work out if a number is even. For example, if I were to divide 12 by 2, I get two groups 

of 6. There is no remainder so the number must be even.  

Practice: 

Divide 16 by 2 – is it an odd or even number? 

Divide 20 by 2 – is it an odd or even number? 

 

So in summary, an even number will always end in 2, 4, 6, 8, 0. Odd numbers will always end in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9.  When a 

number is divided by 2 with no remainder, it is even. When it is divided by 2 and has a remainder, it is odd.  

Practice: 

Can you see if these numbers are odd or even without dividing? 

8, 17, 26, 38, 77, 129. 

Activity 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zknsgk7/articles/zt4jj6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zknsgk7/articles/zt4jj6f




 
Resources 

See above 

 



Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 18.1.21 Year group: 4 Teacher:  Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 

 

Religious Education – Learning Focus 2 

Teaching points 

The parish community 

This week, we are continuing with our topic ‘Community’. Our ‘big question’ is: What makes a community? 
What do you think a parish community or church is?  A parish is a Christian community in a local area. Your family 
and the school community are part of that parish community.   
What is the name of our local parish church? Do you know the name of the priest and the other people and 
groups connected with the local parish. Research our local parish church to try and find the answer to some of 
these questions. Look at the parish website for further information (see resources). 
 
Some parishes are joined together to form a pastoral area/deanery, so that these churches in our local area can 
support each other. We are part of the Pontop Partnership. Have a look at the Pontop Partnership website (see 
resources). 
 
KEY QUESTIONS: 

• What is the name of the local parish?  

• Where is the parish church?  

• What is the name of the parish priest? 

• What does the local parish do to spread the Good News? 

• What activities are happening in the church? 

• How does the school and parish link up? 

• Why is the local parish community important? 
 

 

Activities 

We need to provide information for our parish community which explains who contributes to the church e.g. 

extraordinary ministers - priest, dean, etc., a bit about the history of our church, which other churches belong to 

the Pontop Partnership and what sorts of activities occur in church. You may choose from one of the following 

options: 

• Design an information leaflet.  

• Create an information poster. 

• Create a PowerPoint presentation (my example is in resources) 

Resources 

Parish church website: http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/churches07/churchcontact.php?chid=129 
Pontop Partnership website: our parish website 

PowerPoint presentation slides: 

 
 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/churches07/churchcontact.php?chid=129
https://pontoppartnership.org.uk/wp/


 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Religious Education - Learning Focus 3 

Teaching points 

How people within the parish serve the community in church 
Christians today are called, as they were in the time of Jesus, to be with him and to share in his mission.  The 

Church has teachers and guides who, like ‘the Twelve Apostles’ in the time of Jesus, are called to be close to him, 

to help the whole Christian family to carry on the work of Jesus.  They are called to proclaim the Good News of 

God’s love by what they say and what they do. 

  

A priest guides the Christian community in a parish through leading the celebration of the Sacraments and serving 

the parish family – the people, families, the school, care homes and often the local hospital.  Find out some of the 

things a parish priest does and how he serves the community.  Some parishes have a deacon who is ordained to 

care for and serve the people of the parish community.  Lay people (laity) also work with the priest.  They, too, 

serve the parish. 

  

Look at the PowerPoint slides in resources which helps to explain the different roles of both the laity and the 

ordained ministers of the church.  

  

KEY QUESTIONS: 

• What do you think service means? 

• How do lay people serve the parish community? 

• How do the ordained ministers serve the parish community? 
 

Activities 

Match the cards to the person that would do that role (see resources). 

Then, draw a table with 3 columns / headings – name a role, then describe what they do, then give a reason why 

they do that. Look at the example… 
Role Describe role Reasons why they do 

this 

 

A sacristan helps to get 

the priest ready and will 

look after the vessels, 

linen, etc. used in 

services of worship. 

They do this to support 

the priest and to make 

sure everything is ready 

for Mass and other 

church services. 

Try and write about 4 different roles in the church. 

 

 

 

 

 



Resources 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Match the church role cards: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Science 

Teaching points 

 Begin with the video –  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3 

   
Give the children a piece of chocolate/food. Explain to children that our new unit will be focused on the digestive 
system – what happens to food when we eat it. We’re going to look at our digestive system in action now. Look at 
the piece of food in front of you, pick it up and smell it. You may notice that there is something happening in your 
mouth (saliva – make notes of key words) Saliva contains enzymes that help to break down our food. Now place 
the food in your mouth and chew.   
The digestive system begins here – food is chewed and begins to be ingested! Saliva is mixed with food and the 
enzymes within in begin to break it down. Chew thoroughly – once the food is small enough, you are ready to 
swallow!  
When you swallow, food is pushed down your esophagus by the muscles to the stomach.   
  
Using the PPT, describe to children what happens next – food is mixed with acid in the stomach. This is then sent 
to the small intestine which begins to absorb some of the nutrients in the food. Any left overs then move to the 
large intestine. Eventually the food arrives at the rectum where it leaves the body via the anus as faeces. This is 
known as excretion.   

  

Watch video :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSEYPO30AN0   

A PowerPoint and knowledge organiser for the topic will be uploaded onto Teams.  

Activities 

Using a picture of the body/digestive system, children need to label each part using the correct vocabulary. They 
then need to explain how each part in the digestive system works. Children must include the following words:  
Digestive system   
Mouth   
Tongue   
Oesophagus   
Stomach    
Anus   
Large intestine   
Small intestine   
Rectum   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSEYPO30AN0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z27kng8/articles/z9wk7p3


 

History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

 Today, we are going to be moving on to a brand new History topic all about the Ancient Egyptians. Look at the 

pictures below taken of different key artefacts, monuments and individuals from this period of history. 

  

  
We are going to start by writing down 3 things we know already about Ancient Egypt and 3 things we want to find 

out about them. Don’t worry if you don’t know anything about them yet – we certainly will by the end of the topic! 

Firstly, we’re going to start by locating Egypt on the map and having a look at a few of the key cities as well as the 

River Nile: 

 
 

Egypt is located in Northern Africa. It is 

dominated by the River Nile which stretches a 

total of 6,650km! It is recognised by many as the 

longest river in the world. 

What do you notice about where the cities are 

located? Each one is on a river, just like we found 

out in our Rivers topic! 

If you have access to the internet, there is an 

interactive map below which has a bit more of 

the histories of the cities. 

https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.

uk/learning-activities/history/ancient-

egypt/explore-ancient-egypt/  

Watch the video below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ

cUU-g3c48  
 

 

https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/history/ancient-egypt/explore-ancient-egypt/
https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/history/ancient-egypt/explore-ancient-egypt/
https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/history/ancient-egypt/explore-ancient-egypt/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQcUU-g3c48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQcUU-g3c48


 

Activities 

Use the video above. As you are watching, make notes in the grid below. Then using this information and your own research – 

create a brochure encouraging people to visit Egypt. What kind of things might they see? What would they be able to visit? 

Have a look at the example below: 

 

 

Resources 

Options 

 

 

Overview 

 



Weather 

 

Eating out 

 

Interesting sights 

 

 
Adventurous activities 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slogan and data 
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SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 18.1.21 Year group: 4 Class: Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 
 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Unit 13: Adding the prefix super- 
 

Monday 

Teaching 
Today we will begin our new spelling rule –adding super- to root words. Read the information below –
it is a transcript of a video we will be watching in class. When reading “my turn, your turn”, say the 
word and ask your child to repeat it. Complete the dots and dashes activity, adding a dot below each 
single sound and a dash below any letters that made a sound together and a dash between split 
diagraphs (letters which make a sound together but are separate, e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e) 
Activity 
 

President Alpha Welcome, Earthlings! You are about to enter the Spelling Zone. 

Our star Speller for today is… Mu! 

 
Mu Hello, Earthlings. As usual, I got here faster than the speed of light 

today because that is how we travel in the Spelling Zone. Of course, 
that is much faster than the speed of sound, which is the fastest way 
you can travel on Earth – it is known as ‘supersonic’. My research has 
shown that it was in 1947 that the first true supersonic flight took place 
on Earth.  
 
The word ‘supersonic’ contains my favourite prefix. Turn to your partner 
to share anything you can remember about prefixes.   
 
Now your teacher will choose a few of you to share your knowledge. 
You are so clever I could call you spelling superstars! That means you 
are not just ordinary learners; you are outstanding – over and above 
being ordinary!  
 
Turn to your partner and say: 
We are spelling superstars! 
 
Well, you must have guessed that my favourite prefix is the prefix s-u-
p-e-r-, super. Super- can be added to the front of some words to show 
that someone or something is out of the ordinary, greater or more 
powerful than others.  
 
Let’s do My turn/Your turn and say these words: 
hero           
human           
star        
market          
 
We can just add the prefix super- to root woods. No need to swap, 
double or drop any letters.  
 
Super easy! Let's do My turn/Your turn again. 
 



superhero          
 
superhuman          
superstar        
supermarket          
 
Let's build some words with the prefix super-. 
 

root word prefix super- 
+ root word 

man   superman 

woman superwoman 

human superhuman 

hero superhero 

size supersize 

star superstar 

 
Well done! That was super spelling. Bye for now! 

 

President Alpha You are about to leave the Spelling Zone. Take your new spelling 

knowledge with you. Goodbye, Earthlings… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Unit 13: Adding the prefix super- 

Tuesday 

Teaching 
Revisit the spelling rule covered yesterday – can your child remember the rule without checking their work? 
Complete the word changers activity below by adding the prefix super- to the root word. If you get stuck, look 
at the example (super + hero = superhero) 
If you are unsure of what a word means, look it up and write the definition below.  
Then, play ‘Four-in-a-row’ (explanation below). 
Activity 

 

 

 

Four-in-a-row 

Get your grown up to read one of the words from Dots and dashes or Word changers for you to write down. 
Circle any wrong letters. If the word is right, tick one of the stars. 
Can you spell four in a row correctly? 
 

  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Unit 13: Adding the prefix super- 
 

Wednesday 

Teaching 
Recap the rule being covered in the activities this week. It may be helpful to re-read the information provided. 
Look at the words at the top of each group of sentences and check you understand the meaning of each word. 
Read each sentence below and find the correct missing word from the choices below. Once you have chosen your 
word, re-read the sentence carefully. Check the word you have chosen makes sense. 

Activity 

 

 

  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Unit 13: Adding the prefix super- 

Thursday 

Teaching 
Recap the information covered this week. Can your child remember the spelling rule?  Look at the words below. 
Choose ten and sort from most difficult to easy. Ask your child to explain why one is difficult/easier than others. 
Shuffle the words they have chosen. Read the word aloud to your child and ask them to write it down. Look at 
the spelling and mark the answer. Correct it if it is spelt incorrectly. Once you have practiced each word, sort your 
spellings again from most difficult to easiest. 
Activity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Common Exception Words 

Friday 

Teaching 
Below you will find a list of Common Exception Words (CEW). 
These are words that you cannot use your phonic knowledge to decode to spell. You need to learn these from 
memory or by sight. 
 
Activity 
Choose six words from the list that you find tricky and practice spelling them by choosing one of the activities from 
the spelling menu below.  

 

 



TIMES TABLE PRACTICE 
Week commencing: 11.1.21 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson / Mrs Dickson 

 

Learning focus: Multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 

 

Weekly activity 

Teaching points 
In preparation for our multiplication check, children should be practicing their times tables daily on Times Table 
Rockstars.  
At the beginning of the week, complete the multiplication grid below. Children should be set a 5 minute timer to 
complete these grids. Mark together and count up your score. 
Each day, they should spend 10 minutes practicing on times table rock stars. This could be garage games, sound 
check or studio games. Remember, garage will test the tables covered in class, studio will test your speed and 
sound check will mimic the table check.  
At the end of the week, complete the second multiplication grid again with a 5 minute timer. Mark together and 
count up your score. Find the difference between the numbers to see how much you have improved over the week. 

Activity 

• Day 1: complete the first multiplication grid in 5 minutes. 

• Day 1-4 : play 10 minutes of Times Table Rock Stars. 

• Day 5: complete  the second multiplication grid in 5 minutes and see how you have improved.  

Resources 

 

 
 


