
12th October 2018 

DIARY DATES  

15th-17th Oct Year 5 residential at Dukeshouse Wood 

19th Oct Hate crime awareness day—activities in school 

HALF TERM 22nd—26th October 

19th Nov INSET day—school closed to pupils 

27th Nov Whole school Photo Day 

7th Dec Christmas Fair 

18th Dec Pantomime—whole school 

HEAD TEACHER AWARDS this week: 

Florence Murfet, Isabella Hartigan-Brown, Lucas Buckley, Brooke Whitton,   

        Charlie Nesham, Darcey McDonald, Lexi Hobson, Matthew Williams,  

  Millie Poole, Jayden Hamilton, Adam Devlin, Zara Chappell, Jack Piggott,     

            Ben Heckles, Bethany Driver and Olivia Haney. Well done to you all! 

Parent Governor vacancy 

Mrs Jackson, one of our parent governors, has now taken up a teaching assistant post within school and so we 

have a vacancy for a parent governor. If you are interested in being more involved in our school improvement and 

development, please call in at the office for a nomination form. Please consider putting yourself forward, we     

welcome parents from all backgrounds, you do not need to have any particular experience or specialist skills.  

POPPY APPEAL 2018 
 

Poppies and related 
merchandise will be  
on sale in school from 
Monday 15th October.  
 
Suggested donations for items are 
as follows: 
Erasers 50p Reflector 50p 
Pencil 50p Ruler £1 
Pencil Sharpeners 50p 
 
However, any donation is greatly   
appreciated.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Once again, we will be taking part in Operation Christmas Child—shoebox 

appeal. This is a fantastic charity that collects and distributes shoe boxes full 

of little gifts, the beneficiaries being impoverished children in the most      

deprived countries. Your child will receive an explanatory leaflet next week 

containing all relevant details. 

If you are unable to make up a shoebox, but still wish to help, you can always 

send some of the listed items into school and these will be made into class 

boxes. If you would like help with ideas of what to pack, information can be 

found on the stand in the main school entrance.  

Please send any shoeboxes or donations into school by no 

later than Friday 16th November.  Thank you in anticipation 

of your generous support. 

Congratulations to our netballers who played magnificently earlier this week: they worked brilliantly  

as a team and gave 100% in every match. Well done to: Ella Baker, Maisy Campbell, Ava Cassidy,  

Daniel Cummins, Olivia Haney, Georgia Marshall and Matthew Peacock. 

Pontop Partnership: 
  

Praise and Worship Evening  

for Y4, 5, 6 and 7 pupils 
 

music refreshments social time 
 

Wed 17th October 

6pm—7.30pm  

At:  

St Mary’s, Blackhill 
 

Parents welcome too! 



ATTENDANCE 

Letters have been sent out today to all parents where their child’s attendance for September was below 

the Government target of 96%. It is important that, as a school, we keep parents informed of the impact 

that odd days off and term time holidays have on overall attendance. This week, teachers have been             

assessing children’s progress so far this term and we can clearly see that for some children, progress has 

been slow as a result of poor attendance.  

We are aware that for some children, absence was due to legitimate reasons but we know that for others 

this is not the case. Attendance will continue to be monitored at the end of each month and action will 

be taken where attendance drops below expected without adequate reasons or where it fails to show       

improvement. Last year, our attendance was below this target and so improving this remains a significant 

priority for school leaders and Governors. Please be aware that legal action can be taken against parents 

for failing to ensure their child attends school regularly. Please put your child’s education first and       

support good attendance. If you are concerned and would like to speak to our Family Support Worker, 

Julie, please contact the office for an appointment or to arrange a home visit. 

If you have not received a letter, your child’s attendance for September 

was above the target—thank you, please keep this up.  

 
There have been a number of cases of headlice in school, please ensure that you check your child’s hair and treat 
appropriately.  
 
The following advice (from www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/) may be helpful: 
 

 Treat head lice as soon as you spot them.  
 You should check everyone in the house and treat them on the same day if they have head lice. 
 There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. 

 
Wet combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. This method should be tried first. 
You can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection comb) online or from pharmacies to remove head lice and nits. 
 
There will be instructions on the pack to follow, but typically you: 

 use the comb on wet or dry hair – although it usually works best on wet hair with conditioner 
 comb the whole head of hair, from the roots to the ends 
 repeat every few days for 2 weeks 
 

  It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair, and 20 to 30 minutes for long, frizzy or curly hair. 
 
Medicated lotions and sprays 
Ask your pharmacist for advice if you have tried wet combing for 2 weeks, but your child still has head lice or nits. 
They may recommend using medicated lotions and sprays. These kill head lice in all types of hair, and you can buy 
them from pharmacies, supermarkets or online. 
 

 Head lice should die within a day.  
 Lotions and sprays come with a comb to remove dead lice and eggs.  
 Some treatments need to be repeated after a week to kill any newly hatched lice. 
 Check the pack to see if they're OK for you or your child and how to use them. 
 
 If lotions or sprays don't work, speak to your pharmacist about other treatments. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccsk12.com%2FHome%2FShowImage%3Fid%3D7363%26t%3D636446127295870000&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pccsk12.com%2Four-schools%2Felementary-schools%2Fbird&docid=QxoGn9QS70x_2M&tbnid=aDyuJe2dGhownM%3A&vet=

