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welcome
WELCOME TO ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
We are immensely proud of our school and the warm and welcoming atmosphere that you will experience here.
This brochure aims to give you an understanding of how our school is organised and an appreciation of the many
opportunities and experiences that we offer to our pupils.
As a Catholic school, we see each child as a unique and precious gift from God; our aim is to nurture the potential of
every child and enable them to grow and develop both spiritually, morally, socially and academically.
The school was last inspected in December 2014 when overall effectiveness was judged to be good in all areas.
The Inspection Report said, ‘Good teaching ensures that pupils of all ages achieve well.’ They commented further,
‘High expectations of what pupils of all abilities and backgrounds can achieve are evident throughout the school, as
is a clear understanding of the needs of individual pupils.’ The report is available on the school’s website.
I am extremely proud to lead a team that is committed to providing the very best opportunities for the children
who attend our school. Staff, along with a supportive Governing Body, work hard to plan and deliver a rich and
inspiring curriculum which enables children to acquire the knowledge, skills, understanding and habits that will
prepare them well for their future.
We look forward to welcoming you to our school, and to building a successful partnership with all our children and
families.
Jennifer Gill

Victoria Pygall

David Golightly

Head Teacher

Foundation Stage Leader

Chair of Governors
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our ethos and aims
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
St Patrick’s is a happy, safe and caring community where everyone is welcomed and included.
At St Patrick’s:
Children are encouraged to thrive intellectually, emotionally, physically, socially and spiritually.
Everyone and everything is valued and appreciated.
The potential of all is nurtured and developed.
Christian values are at the heart of all we do.
Our mission reflects our commitment to ensuring that all members our school community including children, staff,
parents, governors, parishioners and visitors feel welcomed and valued for the unique contribution that they bring
to our school. Inspired by the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, we believe that all children and staff are entitled to
opportunities to achieve their full potential and to experience success. We are committed to promoting inclusion
and providing equality of opportunity for all, in partnership with parents and the community.
OUR AIMS

OUR CORE VALUES

Our aims reflect our beliefs and values, and
represent our vision and what we hope to achieve as
a community. Consequently, these aims underpin
school improvement planning, as we strive to meet
the challenges of an ever changing world.
We aim to make the children's lives at school as
exciting and eventful as possible, by providing rich
new experiences and challenges. These experiences
need to be appropriate and relevant to the children
at their own level but also provide challenge to
stretch and develop.
We aim to assist children towards developing into
self-reliant adults. An important factor in this is the
way children model themselves upon the adults who
are caring for them. It is vital, therefore, that all
adults in school conduct themselves, in their
relations with one another and the children, in a way
which sets high standards.
We believe that praise and recognition from adults
is a powerful incentive. We aim to give praise for
effort as well as achievement, recognising that with
some children progress will be slow, uncertain and
erratic, but that these children need praise and
recognition just as much as those who are able to
achieve what society sees as the hallmark of
success—exams, certificates etc.

As a school community, we believe the vision and
ethos of the school should be based on a
foundation of core values. We encourage pupils to
consider these values and to become aware of and
involved in the life and concerns of their community
and society, and so develop the vital knowledge,
skills and attitudes that enable them to develop as
reflective learners and grow to be active and
effective future citizens.
Each month we focus on a different value; it is
introduced, developed and promoted across the
school by all staff.
These values are encompassed in our school
Behaviour Expectations:

what
our
children
think

It may be an old building but it is very welcoming.

ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL
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all about us
St Patrick’s is a larger than average primary school situated close to the centre of the busy town of Consett.
The school was founded in 1926 and has close links to the parish of St Patrick’s. The building is on a single level
allowing excellent access to all pupils and adults. There are fourteen dedicated classrooms along with a large, spacious Nursery, ICT suite, library and meeting rooms. We have extensive grounds with hard surface areas, grassed
play areas and a spacious playing field.
Recent building work has enhanced the entrance facilities and those in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.
Additionally, the majority of the original wooden framed windows were replaced last year.
During the next year, we aim to develop the outdoor facilities for both Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils and carry out
refurbishment of Key Stage 2 classrooms.
AIM OF OUR UNIT
We cherish each child as a unique and special individual. We aim to provide a stimulating and secure learning
environment in which every child can flourish both socially, emotionally and academically. We provide experiences
and opportunities to enable all of our pupils to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding and foster a
sense of curiosity and wonder about learning and the world around them. We hope that each child’s early years’
experience will provide a firm foundation for whole life learning; enabling them to develop skills of independence,
resilience and resourcefulness that will be vital throughout their primary years and beyond.
OUR FOUNDATION UNIT
In St. Patrick’s, we have a 60 place Nursery and 60 place Reception. These two year groups are classed as the
Foundation Stage. At St. Patrick’s we operate a parallel unit; both Nursery and Reception children share the outdoor area which enables them to experience playing alongside older/younger children. The Foundation Stage
offers children the opportunity to learn through planned play based activities based on their own interests and also
input from adults.

meet the staff
STAFF
Head Teacher
Deputy Head Teacher
Foundation Stage leader/Teacher
Nursery Teacher
Reception teacher
Reception teacher
Teaching assistants

ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mrs. J.M. Gill
Mrs. V. Ramshaw
Mrs. V. Pygall (P/T)
Mrs. J-A. Moss (P/T)
Miss. J. Bell
Mr. H. Flynn
Mrs. S. Watson
Mrs. M. Howe
Mrs. A. Aly
Mrs. J. Pinkney
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We enjoy reading with Reception children every Friday—
Year 6 pupils
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admissions
The Foundation Unit has a 60 place Reception and a 60 place Nursery. Children of Reception age (4-5) attend
school full time, while Nursery age children (3-4) are offered either a 30 hour place or a 15 hour, morning or afternoon place.
NURSERY
Applications for Nursery are completed during the academic year that the child has their second birthday
(September-August). Applications can be completed at the beginning of the academic year regardless of the actual
date of the child’s birthday. We recommend early application to avoid disappointment and to help us to forecast
intake numbers. To put your child’s name down for Nursery please contact Mrs Pygall in Nursery.
During the summer term before your child is due to start, you will receive a letter inviting you to a new parents’
information evening at school. At this meeting you will receive important information about your child starting
Nursery. If your child turns three during the academic year and there are spaces available, you may receive a letter
inviting your child to start Nursery shortly after their third birthday. This is only possible if spaces are available;
children who are already three before the September of the academic year must be given priority.
RECEPTION
Applications for Reception are completed during the academic year that your child is in Nursery (providing your
child will turn 5 during the Reception year).
If your child attends our Nursery you will receive a postcard in September with details about how to make your
online application. Children attending other Nurseries will receive their postcard from those nurseries.
Applications must be completed online by the date stated on the postcard. During the summer term prior to
your child starting in Reception, you will be invited to attend a parents’ meeting at school. At this meeting you will
receive important information regarding your child starting school and you will have the opportunity to meet the
staff, have a look round the setting, ask questions or share any concerns that you may have.
If your child has not attended our Nursery you will also be given the opportunity to arrange some visits for yourself
and your child to come to our Unit in the summer term, this will help to assist your child’s easy transition into our
Foundation Unit.

Please note—having a place in St. Patrick’s Nursery does not guarantee a place in
Reception class—parents MUST apply via the Local Authority process.
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
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We loved posting a letter to the Queen on her birthday—

ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Reception class
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partnership with parents
We welcome parents and carers into our school
believing that we are partners in the education of
your child. We aim to build a positive and productive
relationship with parents and encourage you to
become involved in the life of the school. Parents’
support and expertise can be used in many ways and
is greatly valued. Police checks are carried out on all
adults working in school. If you are able to help,
please talk to your child’s teacher.
COMMUNICATION
We communicate with parents in many ways, for
example through our weekly newsletter, questionnaires, workshops and informal events. Parents are
regularly invited into school for performances,
assemblies, sports events and parents’ consultation
meetings.
GETTING INVOLVED
In the Foundation Stage, parents are also invited into
school each week to share reading books with their
child and we operate stay and play sessions throughout the year giving parents the opportunity to work
with their children in school and find out more about
the structure of the school day.
Parents are also invited to be part of the assessment
process; they are asked to contribute to their child’s
learning journey and share experiences and interests
that their child has outside school. This helps us to
build up a complete picture of your child’s learning
and plan ways to capture their interests.
CONCERNS
Parents are welcome to come and talk to us at any
time, particularly if you have worries or problems
regarding your child. However, we ask that parents
remember that we are a very busy school, and it is
not always possible to see parents during teaching
time. If you would like to speak to your child’s
teacher or the Head Teacher, please call at the office
or telephone to arrange a mutually convenient time.

ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

FOUNDATION FRIENDS
We have recently set up a parent committee to
support and develop our Foundation Unit by organising fundraising events and making suggestions for
improvements. We would like to continue the good
work and develop this group in the coming year and
are eager for any parents or grandparents to join us.
Information about meetings will be made available
on class notice boards and newsletters, everyone is
welcome and all ideas and contributions are greatly
valued and appreciated. For more information,
please speak to a member of staff.
COMPLAINTS
We hope you will never have cause for complaint
but recognise that despite our best efforts and
intentions there may be a time when you need to
express your concerns to us. If at any time you
wish to make a complaint regarding any matter,
please speak to the Foundation Stage leader or Head
Teacher (as appropriate), who will be pleased to help
in the first instance. If a satisfactory outcome cannot
be achieved, the school’s Complaints Policy is
available outlining the formal complaints procedure
for your information.
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routines
SESSION TIMES
In order to avoid congestion and give parents the opportunity to speak to staff we operate a flexible drop off and
collection time.
Morning sessions run from 9am until 11:30am— children can be dropped off between 8:45-9:00am and collected
between 11:30-11:45am.
The afternoon session runs from 12:45 until 3:15pm— children can be dropped off between 12:30-12:45pm and
collected between 3:15-3:30pm.
The Reception class day runs from: 8:55am-3.30pm with flexible drop off between 8:45-8:55am and collection from
3:20—3:30pm.
As the Nursery 30 hour places exceed the free hours offered, parents may choose to pay the additional £3 per day
or collect their child at 2.45pm—this must be decided in advance and payment made at the start of each month.
Full day Nursery children also need to bring a packed lunch with them.
If you are driving your child to school, to ensure the safety of our children and prevent congestion, we ask that
avoid driving down Stanley Street and park away from the school when dropping off or collecting your child.
Please note all children must be dropped off and collected within the time slots allocated.
After these times gates/doors will be locked and parents will have to go through the main reception in school.
CONTINUITY WITHIN SCHOOL
St. Patrick’s provides full school facilities from Nursery up to year 6. We hope that once you have chosen our
Foundation Unit that you will continue to be a part of our school until your child reaches the age of 11 and is ready
to move on to secondary school. Within our Foundation Unit your child will remain within the same setting for 2
years working with familiar staff and routines. This provides children with a sense of security and familiarity and
reduces the anxiety that children can experience when making the transition from Nursery to Reception. By the
time children are ready to progress into year one they will be familiar with St. Patrick’s school and confident within
their class groups. We hope you can see the benefits of remaining in one school and look forward to working with
you during the first years of your child’s formal education.
SETTLING IN
Children will be excited about starting Nursery or Reception, although some children may find it difficult and
upsetting initially to leave their parents. There is a structured settling in period for both Nursery and Reception. If
children experience any upset beyond this, we will seek to find solutions based upon the needs of the individual
child. Parents can help overcome any upset that children may have by talking to them and preparing them for their
new experience before they start in our setting. If parents present a positive attitude to starting Nursery or Reception this often helps to allay any fears that children may have.
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The teachers are kind and friendly.
Robyn — Year 5
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curriculum
The new Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework, sets out the standards for development, learning and
care of children from birth to five. It is important that all children are given the opportunity to experience the best
possible start to their education.
We need to ensure that our children enter school having established solid foundations on which they can build.
Children will start in our Nursery Class having had a range of different experiences. Within the Nursery Class and
Reception Year, learning experiences of the highest quality are planned, considering children’s needs and
achievements and the range of learning experiences that will help them make progress. Well-planned play is a key
way in which children learn with enjoyment and challenge, both within the indoor and outdoor learning
environments.
In the Nursery Class and the Reception Year, the
curriculum is planned and resourced to take
children’s learning forward and to provide
opportunities for all children to succeed in an
atmosphere of care and of feeling valued.
The curriculum for the Foundation Stage is designed
to ignite children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for
learning, and to build their capacity to learn, form
relationships and thrive. The curriculum is planned in
seven areas of learning and development; all areas
are important and inter-connected.
There are three prime areas which are:
Communication and Language Development
involves giving children opportunities to experience
a rich language environment; to develop their
confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and
to speak and listen in a range of situations.
Physical Development involves providing
opportunities for young children to be active and
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination,
control, and movement. Children must also be
helped to understand the importance of physical
activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to
food.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
involves helping children to develop a positive sense
of themselves, and others; to form positive
relationships and develop respect for others; to
develop social skills and learn how to manage their
feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
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There are four specific areas through which the
three prime areas are strengthened and applied.
These specific areas are:
Literacy Development involves encouraging
children to link sounds and letters and to begin to
read and write. Children are given access to a wide
range of reading materials (books, poems, and other
written materials) to ignite their interest.
Mathematics involves providing children with
opportunities to develop and improve their skills in
counting, understanding and using numbers,
calculating simple addition and subtraction
problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and
measures.
Understanding the World involves guiding children
to make sense of their physical world and their
community through opportunities to explore,
observe and find out about people, places,
technology and the environment.
Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling
children to explore and play with a wide range of
media and materials, as well as providing
opportunities and encouragement for sharing their
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of
activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play,
and design and technology.

I like to play outside, even in the rain!
Harry—Reception
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clothing
UNIFORM

Nursery— children wear a red jumper or sweatshirt and a white polo shirt. These items are available with the
school logo on and can be purchased online or through school. We recommend that boys wear sweatpants at the
beginning of Nursery as these are easier for them to use independently at the toilet. Girls wear a grey skirt or a red
and white check summer dress.
Reception— children wear a navy jumper or sweatshirt and a pale blue polo shirt. As with Nursery, these can be

purchased with the school logo on. Boys wear grey or navy trousers and girls wear grey or navy skirts or trousers
with black school shoes. Girls can wear blue and white check dress in summer and boys can wear grey shorts.
Children also need a P.E. kit; a coloured t-shirt depending upon the house group that your child is assigned to along
with navy shorts and PE shoes.
Reception children also need a St. Patrick’s navy school bag for their reading book and a drawstring PE bag that will
fit on their peg.
CLOTHING
It is helpful for parents to provide a bag with some spare clothes to have a child’s peg. Young children often have

accidents and due to the nature of our learning environment they often get wet and messy! Although we have
some spare clothes in the unit, we find it much easier if children have their own spare clothes (that we know will fit
them).
We also advise that you send children dressed appropriately for the weather conditions of the day, in wet weather
wellies and a waterproof coat would be ideal; we still go outside when it is wet!
Also, if your child grows out of any of their clothing such as wellies and raincoats and you no longer want them we
would be extremely grateful if you would donate them to our unit.

Please make sure that ALL uniform / clothing is clearly labelled with your child’s name.
This is extremely important as clothes without names cannot always be returned to the correct owner.
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I love PE in the hall!
Daniel—Reception
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general

OPEN DOOR POLICY

FOUNDATION FUND
Foundation fund is £1 per week; we collect this on a
Monday. This money is used to buy resources for the
unit, perishable goods such as cooking ingredients,
treats for children and to subsidise school trips. We
are grateful for parental support as this helps us to
provide the very best for our pupils. Foundation
Fund can be paid either weekly, monthly or termly.
NOTICE BOARDS
Each class has a notice board situated by the
collection doors. These are used to keep you informed about what is happening in the Foundation
Unit and to provide a means of communication
between parents. Reception classes also create a
‘Weekly Story’ which gives parents a taste of what
has been going on each week. Parents are welcome
to pop in and have look through the book at hometime.
NEWSLETTERS
Each term you will receive a Foundation Stage newsletter. This will help to keep you up to date with your
child’s experiences in school and keep you informed
of forthcoming events throughout the term.
Text messages are also sent out to remind parents of
important events and dates.

FREE MILK AND FRUIT
In our unit we operate an independent snack table.
All children receive one free piece of fruit each day
from the School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme.
Children also have constant access to water and so
we ask that children do not bring water bottles to
school. Nursery children also receive a free carton of
milk each day.
Please inform staff if your child is
allergic to any foods.
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The Foundation Unit has an open door policy.
All staff are friendly and approachable. If you have
any queries, questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to speak to a member of staff. We value
your contributions and aim to work in partnership
with parents at all times.
If there are any changes of circumstance or events
that may upset children happening at home, we
would appreciate it if you speak to a member of staff
in confidence. Children can often become upset,
withdrawn or aggressive in school as a reaction to
events that have upset them at home. If we are
aware of this, we can help support children in
school.
RECYCLING
In our unit we are constantly using junk to make
models and as such we ask parents to recycle any
plastic bottles, cardboard boxes, bottle tops, washing
liquid dispensers and tubes etc. that you may have
used. Depending on our topics we may also ask
parents to donate old and unused items such as old
baby clothes or unwanted fabrics etc. Please check
the noticeboards for wanted items.
MEDICAL
If your child is ill please ensure that they are kept off
school to prevent the spread of infection. Children
should be fully recovered before returning to school
( 48 hours after last bout for sickness/diarrhoea)
Please ensure that you ring school as soon as possible to let us know. Please inform staff if your child
has any allergies or requires medication. Medication
is kept in a locked cupboard and we are only able to
administer medication that has been prescribed by a
doctor. You will also need to provide a letter of consent to allow us to administer medication to your
child. Head lice can occur from time to time in
school, please ensure that you check your child’s
head regularly to prevent spreading.

Everyone in the school has something—like me,
I’m a Road Safety Officer.

ST PATRICK’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Louise—Year 5
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term dates and holidays
TERM DATES

AUTUMN TERM

SPRING TERM

SUMMER TERM

Monday 4th September 2017

HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 23rd October –
Friday 27th October

Tuesday 8th January 2018 –

Monday 12th February –

Thursday 29th March 2018

Friday 16th February

Monday 16th April 2018 –

Monday 28th May –

Friday 20th July 2018

Friday 1st June

School is closed to pupils on the following days:
Friday 30th March 2018 and Monday May 7th 2018 (Bank Holidays)
School is open to pupils for 190 days per academic year, with an additional 3 days to be set aside for staff training/
professional development activities.
These have been planned for:
Friday 8th September 2017
Monday 27th November 2017
Monday 25th June 2018
We return to school on Monday 3rd September 2018.
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