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17th March 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As I’m sure you will appreciate, we are currently dealing with a complex and rapidly changing situation. My first 
priority will always be the health and safety of the pupils and staff in our school. Now more than ever, this remains our 
primary focus. Already in school we are: 

 Reminding children how to ensure a high standard of cleanliness; 

 Encouraging children to wash their hands regularly with soap and water; 

 Cleaning surfaces and handles with specialist cleaner which has anti-bacterial and anti-viral properties; 

 Deep cleaning where necessary; 

 Displaying public information posters around school. 
 
We have also implemented the following changes: 

 School masses and visits out of school will no longer go ahead; 

 Mothers’ Day event in school will be cancelled and materials sent home; 

 Nursery ‘Stay and Play’ cancelled; 

 All planned sporting fixtures will be cancelled, including Y3 swimming lessons; 

 Parents’ evenings will be postponed, including planned EYFS meetings and SEN review meetings; 

 Parent information meetings will be cancelled – France trip, Year 4 Multiplication Check (info to be sent 
out instead); 

 Lent bags will cease to be sent home, as they were travelling between homes; 

 Teachers will be sending ‘homework’ packs this week. These can be used during periods of self-isolation or 
kept to be used in the event of extended school closure. 
 

This is an entirely unprecedented situation and we are following official advice from the government and the NHS. This 
advice is being added to on a daily basis and we are monitoring and responding to that as it is published. This official 
advice will underpin all the actions we take. 
 
Whilst I appreciate that there will be a wide range of different views about how we should be responding and what 
action should be taken, I hope you will appreciate that I am duty bound to follow the official advice from government. 
 
The latest Government advice is as follows: 
 
School closures: the chief scientific adviser has now said it "may be necessary" to think about closures in the 
future. However, the DfE is still advising schools to stay open, unless: 

o Our local health protection team tells us to close, or 
o There aren’t enough staff to run the school – we will make this assessment with support from the 

Local Authority. 
 
Self-isolation measures: Pupils and staff who have a new persistent cough or high temperature should stay at home 
for 14 days from when the symptoms started, rather than 7 days as it was before. They should also stay at home for 14 
days if anyone they live with has those symptoms. 
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The following has not changed with the latest announcement: 
School trips: schools have been advised not to go ahead with international trips for pupils under 18. As you may be 
aware, we had a trip to France planned for the summer term. This will no longer go ahead and a full refund will be 
given. 
 
We are aiming to stay operational as much as possible unless directed otherwise, to minimize the impact to parents, 
especially those who are health care professionals or work for emergency services (Police, Ambulance Service, Armed 
Forces etc.). However, should staffing levels fall too low to stay open we may need to close either fully or partially. In 
the event of partial closure, we will prioritise children whose parents fall into the above categories. You will be 
informed via text message should the school need to close fully or partially for a short period of time. 
  
Any universal closure is likely to be a major national announcement. If we receive a directive from the Department for 
Education that the school must close, you will be contacted via text message as soon as is practical. Please do not 
flood the school phone lines with calls in response to media speculation. In the event of an extended period of closure, 
we will also post regular updates on the school website.   
 
For the moment, breakfast and after school clubs will continue as normal but as we are uncertain about the situation 
moving into the summer term, we will not plan for any after school clubs, other than Mrs Coyle’s club, after the Easter 
break. 
 
Prevent the spread of infection 
Make sure you and your children follow these general principles to prevent spreading any respiratory virus: 

 Wash your hands often – with soap and water and scrub for at least 20 seconds, or an alcohol-based 
sanitizer, if soap and water aren’t available; 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands; 

 Avoid close contact with people who are unwell; 

 If you feel unwell, stay at home and don’t attend work or school; 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then place the tissue in a bin and then wash your hands; 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home; 

 Please do not contact 111 unless you feel that you cannot manage your symptoms at home.  
 

Displaying symptoms 
If children show symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day, parents will be contacted and asked to collect them 
and then self-isolate for 14 days. They will wait in the small meeting room near the main entrance (supervised by a 
member of staff) until collection. All potentially contaminated surfaces and areas will be cleaned using disposable 
cloths and appropriate detergents, according to current recommended workplace legislation and practice.  
 
Should your child, or anyone they live with, have symptoms of the virus, please contact school and inform the 
office that your child will be self-isolating for 14 days.  
 
We will continue to monitor and follow the guidance from Public Health England and the DfE which is being 
updated regularly in response to the changing situation. We would urge you to do the same. 
 
If you or your child have any further concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office, 
class teacher or myself. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Mrs Jennifer M Gill  

Head Teacher 


