
READING 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Monday – Book Talk - supported 

Reading Lens 

 
Action 
You are thinking about the main 
action in the story. Identify the key 
events in what you have read.  

 
Interrogating Facts and Fiction 
You are thinking about the facts in 
the text. Remember to sort the facts 
from the fiction. 

 
Your Personal Opinions 
You are thinking about how you 
respond to the text – what you are 
thinking following reading.  

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
A small action that is very telling is… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The central character is certain of… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The strengths of this book are… 

Resources 
Reading book from home. 

 

Tuesday – Book Talk - independent 

Reading Lens 

 
Action 
You are thinking about the main 
action in the story. Identify the key 
events in what you have read. 

 
Interrogating Facts and Fiction 
You are thinking about the facts in 
the text. Remember to sort the facts 
from the fiction. 
 

 
Your Personal Opinions 
You are thinking about how you 
respond to the text – what you are 
thinking following reading. 

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
A small action that is very telling is… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The central character is certain of… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The strengths of this book are… 

Resources 
Reading book from home.  

 

Wednesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child what a non-fiction text is. Ask your child to make a list of what they would 
expect to find in a non-fiction text (headings, subheadings, facts, pictures, labelled diagrams, did you know boxes). 
Read the text “From Spawn to Frog” by Kate Ruttle. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words 
and talk about their meaning together. Ask your child to read the text again, then read the first question. Highlight 
the key words that tell us what to do. Show your child how to find the information needed in the text and model 
how to write the answers.  



Activities 

 
 

 

  
Themes 

Choose the best heading for the first three paragraphs.  
Jelly babies □  
Cells □  
Frogspawn □  
Pond creatures □ 

 

 
Language 

“The mass of cells in the egg is called an embryo.”  
In this sentence, the word “mass” is closest in meaning to which option?  
Choose one.  
a mess □  
There are lots of cells. □  
There are not many cells. □  
There are lots of connected cells. □ 

 

 
Navigating 
Genres 

The writer uses some less familiar words such as “cell” (paragraph 3) and “embryo” 
(paragraph 5). 
Why do you think the writer uses these words? 

Resources 
“From Spawn to Frog” by Kate Ruttle (Text 1) 

 

Thursday – Cracking Comprehension  

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child how they know this is a non-fiction text. Ask your child to list the features 
they can see (e.g. headings and subheadings, pictures and facts). Ask your child to read the second part of “From 
Spawn to Frog” by Kate Ruttle. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and discuss their 
meaning together. Ask your child to read each question and highlight the key words – which words tell us what to 
do? Answer each question below independently.  

Activities 

 

  
Themes 

Tick the best heading for the first three paragraphs. Tick one. 
The embryo □  
Tadpoles □ 
What tadpoles eat □ 
How frogs grow □ 

 

 
Language 

“The lungs are almost functioning at this point.” (paragraph 3) 
In this sentence, the word “functioning” is closest in meaning to which option? Tick 
one. 
running □  
watching □ 
working □  
solid □ 

 

 
Navigating 
Genres 

Tick two sentences which you might find in a text like this. 
Freddy the frog hopped happily across the lily pad. □ 
A tadpole breathes through gills in the side of its head. □ 
If you lick a frog every morning before breakfast, the day can only get better. □ 
Day 74: One of the froglets left the pond today. □ 
Tadpoles swim by wiggling their tails □ 

 

Resources 
“From Spawn to Frog” by Kate Ruttle (Text 2) 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 

Ask your child to choose a book from home: it may be any type of text (e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comic or 
magazine). Read together and enjoy sharing their chosen book.  

Activity 



Pause at different points in the text to find the meaning of any unknown words. Question what is happening at 
different points in the text. When you have read for at least 30 minutes, ask your child to complete the book review 
sheet about this text.  

Resources 
Home reading book, book review sheet.  

 

From Spawn to Frog by Kate Ruttle (Text 1) 

 
  



From Spawn to Frog by Kate Ruttle (Part 2) 

 

 



Book Review Template 

 

 

 



WRITING 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Text for the week: Non-fiction - Holiday brochure for a European city. 

 

Monday: SPaG  
Teaching points 

Pronouns 
Watch the BBC Bitesize clip explaining what a pronoun is. 
Complete the subsequent activities: 

 Highlight the pronouns 

 Highlight the words that could be replaced by pronouns 

Test you pronoun knowledge by completing the quiz. 

Activities 

Complete the 4 questions in resources entitled ‘pronouns’ in resources. 

Resources 
What is a pronoun? (BBC Bitesize): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx 
Pronouns activity sheets (refer to the end of the writing section) 
 

 

Tuesday: Slogan and Data 

Teaching points 

1 

 
Alliteration 
Look at a selection of current 
holiday/travel company names. 
Come up with your own company 
names, using alliteration – e.g. 
Heavenly Holidays, Happy Holidays, 
Tremendous Travel, Exceptional 
Experiences, Brilliant Breaks. 

2 

 
Slogan 
Look at the  range of catchy tourism 
slogans and taglines to experiment 
with and add your own ideas. (See 
slogan list in resources). 

3 

 
Call to action, statistic & 
testimonial 
Discuss ways that companies use a 
‘call to action’ to spur customers 
into making the call/online booking. 
List some examples – Don’t delay! 
Book early and guarantee your 
place! What’s stopping you? 
Invent some data/statistics that 
shows their holiday company in a 
positive light – e.g. 90% of 
customers said they’d travel with us 
again; a million customers every 
year can’t be wrong; 86% of 
customers said we provided their 
best holiday ever. 

Activities 

Come up with an alliterative travel 
company name. 
Teacher model: Happy Holidays: 

Create a catchy tourism slogan. 
Teacher model: The world is at your 
feet. 

Write two sentences and include a 
call to action. Use a statistic-backed 
testimonial to emphasise the good 
reputation of your company. 
Teacher model: What are you 
waiting for? 89% of customers said 
Happy Holidays was the best travel 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx


provider in the UK. 

Resources 

   

 
 

Wednesday: Experience/Research Day 

Teaching points 

What do you know about Sicily since we have been researching? Discuss using the following key areas (the children 
know them as jigsaw pieces to help build a holiday brochure): 

 Options – give the reader a choice of two contrasting (very different) things they can do in Sicily. 

 Overview – summarise the key information about what Sicily has to offer. 

 Weather – what is the temperature like throughout the year? Is it hot or cold? 

 Eating out – what traditional dishes are there? What types of food are available? (try and think of starters, 

main course and desserts). 

 Interesting sights e.g. famous landmarks 

 Adventurous activities you can do in Sicily. 

 Data and slogan – how many people enjoy Sicily? Would they fly with ‘Italian Airlines’ again? Can you think 

of a catchy slogan to entice people to go there? 

Activities 

For our final holiday brochure, you will write not about Sicily but a city of your choosing. I would suggest choosing a 
city where the temperature is quite warm, then we can use some of our existing writing about Sicily to support us 
e.g. Rome, Athens, Madrid, Barcelona. 
Research your city and collect information under the same jigsaw pieces as above, use the template in resources to 
make your notes. 

Resources 
Jigsaw piece template: 



Options 

 

 

Overview 

 

Weather 

 

Eating out 

 

Interesting sights 

 

 
Adventurous activities 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slogan and data 

 

“ ”  



European cities / countries link: https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/europe-facts.html 

Thursday: Writing our Brochure 

Teaching points 

Recap research and notes from previous day, based on the 8 jigsaw pieces. 
Show children the success criteria template (resources). Talk through each one and look at my examples. 
If you would like to remind yourself of some of the grammar meanings watch the BBC Bitesize video clips in 
resources. 
 

Activities 

Using your research notes about your city write sentences to match each jigsaw piece and include the required 
success criteria next to each piece e.g. For the ‘options’ jigsaw piece I want you to include a sentence using the 
conjunction ‘or’. 
We will then use these in our final brochure. 

Resources 
What are coordinating conjunctions (like ‘or’)? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z9wvqhv 
What is a simile? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr 
What are relative clauses? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsrt4qt 
What is an adverb? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr 
What is alliteration? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3 
Success criteria: 

Options 

Conjunction ‘or’ 
Whether you are looking to sunbathe on 
the golden beach or visit the interesting 
museums… 

Overview 

Chatty reply 
What are you waiting for? 
What is stopping you? 

Weather 

Simile 
The Sicilian sun glows yellow like a 
meadow of buttercups. 

Eating out 

Taste 
Come and try our traditional arancini, 
coated in golden, crunchy bread crumbs. 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/europe-facts.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z9wvqhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsrt4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3


Interesting sights 

Relative clause 
which is… 
(giving additional information to the 
main part of your main sentence) 

Adventurous activities 

Adverbs 
Bravely, fearlessly, courageously… 
(gives extra information about the verb) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Slogan and data 

Alliteration 
Happy Holidays – the world is your 
window. 

 

 

Friday: Picture Search  

Teaching points 

For you chosen city research and find pictures you might want to use in your final brochure. 
Don’t forget they would need to be relevant to your chosen city. Here are some ideas you may wish to use: 

 An image showing the whole city 

 Sunrise or sunset to show the weather 

 Beaches 

 Famous landmarks you will mention in your brochure 

 Delicious images of traditional food from your country. 

 The country’s national flag 

Activities 

Select images you may wish to use for your final brochure Use the same link as Wednesday (see resources). 
The images need to be approximately 3-4 cm high and no more than 7 cm wide. 
Write a label underneath each picture so you remember exactly what they are as you may wish to label them in 
your final brochure. Remember capital letters for names of places e.g. Palermo. 

Resources 
European cities / countries link: https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/europe-facts.html 
 

 
F A N T A S T I C 

         

Feeling Asking Noticing Touch Action Smelling Taste Imagining Checking 

G R A M M A R I S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

“  ”  

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/europe-facts.html


Adverbs/ 
Adverbial 
Phrases 

Basics Complex 
Sentences 

Dialogue/ 
Contracted 

Forms 
Purpose Paragraphs 

Passive/ 
Active 
Voice 

Past and 
Present 
Tense 

Punctuation 

B O O M T A S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Onomatopoeia Alliteration Rhyme Repetition Simile Metaphor Pathetic 
Fallacy 

Pun Personification 

 



 

 



MATHS 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Addition and Subtraction Word Problems (Bar Modelling) 

 

Monday 

Teaching points 
Today, we are going to put together everything we have learnt about bar modelling to attempt some more complex 
problems. Look at the image below and answer the questions. 

 
Now read the problem below together. Highlight any important information then solve the problem using a bar 
model. 
Omar and Ella were selling raffle tickets. Omar sold 3450 tickets and Ella sold 1286 fewer tickets than Omar.  

a) How many tickets did Ella sell? 
How many tickets did they sell altogether? 

Activity 
Now solve the problems below, using a bar model to support your problem solving. 

1. A computer costs £1950. The computer costs £250 less than the television.  
a) How much does the television cost? 
b) How much do both items cost altogether? 

2. A piano costs £4770. A keyboard costs £3250 less than the piano. 
a) How much does a keyboard cost? 
b) How much do the piano and the keyboard cost altogether? 

3. There are 720 girls in a school. There are 250 more boys than girls in the school. 
a) How many boys are there in school? 
b) How many children are there altogether in the school? 

4. On a ship, there are 5099 passengers. 1825 passengers are children.  
a) How many passengers are adults? 
b) How many more passengers are adults than children? 

Resources 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How many points did Tai score? 

How many points did they score altogether? 

How many fewer points did Miya score than Tai? 

How many points would Miya have to score to be higher than Tai? 

 



Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Millie writes a two-step problem using these words and numbers.  
School     1082    children   How many     2954   fewer    boys    girls 
This is the word problem that Millie wrote: 
There are 2954 children in a school. 1082 children are boys. How many children are girls? How many fewer boys are 
there? 
 
Here is the model to solve Millie’s word problem. 

 
2954 – 1082 =  
____ children are girls.  
____ - 1082 = _____ 
There are _____ fewer boys than girls.  

Activity 
Using Millie’s model, write some two steps problems using these words and numbers. Then solve them using a 
model. 

A) Concert      adults    children    580     fewer    1450    How many 
B) Mr Brown       fruit     2135     apples     more    pears 475    How many 

Now solve these problems: 
A Year 3 class raises £4250 for charity. A Year 4 class raises £825 more than  the Year 3 class. 

A) How much money does the Year 4 class raise? Remember: use a bar to represent Year 3, a bar for Year 4 
and show the difference between the two bars. 

B) How much money do they raise altogether? 
Peter has 487 coins. Miya has 175 fewer coins than Peter. 

a) How many coins does Miya have? 
b) How many coins do they have altogether? 

There are 4320 books and magazines in a shop. There are 2169 books. The rest are magazines. 
a) How many magazines are there? 
b) There are 1493 sport magazines and the rest are fashion magazines. How many fashion magazines are 

there? 
Farha’s skipping rope is 1452cm long. Omar’s skipping rope is 379cm longer than Farha’s. 

a) How long is Omar’s skipping rope? 
b) Omar cuts 645cm off his skipping rope. How long is his skipping rope now? 

Resources 
 

 

Wednesday 

Teaching points 
Recap drawing a bar model to solve a problem. Work through the following problem together, drawing a bar model 
to represent the problem. 
Ella has 1458 football stickers. She has 396 fewer football stickers than Jack. 
How many football stickers does Jack have? 
How many football stickers do they have altogether? 
 
 
 
 
 



Solution 

 
Activity 
Answer the following questions using a bar model to represent your problem. 
1. There are 1287 women at a tennis match. There are 879 fewer men at the match. 
 a) How many men are there? 
b)  How many people are there altogether? 
2. Mr Singh has £4756. Mr Jones has £1297 less than Mr Singh.  
a) How much does Mr Jones have? 
b) How much will Mr Jones have left if he spends £948? 
3. The Fun Stuff factory makes 1793 toys. It makes 157 fewer toys than the Cool Toys factory.  
a) How many toys does the Cool Toys factory make? 
b) If the Cool Toys factory sells 1698 toys, how many toys will it have left? 
 

Resources 
 

Thursday 

Teaching points 
Using what you have learnt about bar models, solve the problem below together. Remember to represent each 
part of the problem in your bars. 
Hardeep mixes 620 litres of water with 180 litres of lemon squash to make drinks for a school fair.  
He adds another 145 litres of water to the mixture. How much more water than squash does he use for the drinks? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Solution 

 
Activity 
Complete the questions below using a bar model to represent the problem. 

1. A shopkeeper sells 3500g of flour to Ava. He sells 500g less flour to Mark than to Ava. He sells 750g less 
flour to Tom than to Mark.  
How much flour does he sell to Tom? 

Challenging Practice 
Tai has been collecting football stickers since he was 5 years old. He has not thrown away any of his football 
stickers. He is now 7 years old.  
He collected 201 stickers last year.  
He has collected 125 stickers this year. 
He has 589 stickers altogether now. 
A) How many stickers did he have in total at the end of last year? 
B) How many stickers did he have when he was 5 years old? 
Let’s explore – see attached picture 

Resources 
 

 



 



Friday 

Teaching points 
Today, we will be completing a review of our learning over the past few weeks. We will be covering the difference, 
subtraction (with and without regrouping), solving problems with subtraction and bar modelling. Encourage your 
child to try their best to work through the problems independently but if they get stuck, use the videos in resources 
to help recap their knowledge.  

Activity 
Complete the review questions below on pages 79 - 82 

Resources 
The difference: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrmtfg8 
Subtraction with and without regrouping: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6M89-
6106I&list=PLkKkkg7gKxgSgXszAjRBIS9r6k19ffsgf 
As a reminder, the video uses the language of borrowing but in class, it is referred to as regrouping.  

Review – see attached sheets. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrmtfg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6M89-6106I&list=PLkKkkg7gKxgSgXszAjRBIS9r6k19ffsgf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6M89-6106I&list=PLkKkkg7gKxgSgXszAjRBIS9r6k19ffsgf


 



 
 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Religious Education 

Teaching points 

In this week’s RE lesson, we will be finding out about the meaning of Advent and Christmas, and exploring some of 
the symbols associated with this time of year to help us prepare for the birth of Jesus. 
Read Ephesians (see resources) about God’s gift of love and friendship. 
 
Discuss any symbols of advent that you can think of (candle, calendar, crib, purple vestments or cloth, Jesse trees). 
Use the link in resources to find out more about the symbols of Advent, make notes about the action, what 
happens, and why. 

o Advent wreath 

o Penitential season 

o Christmas crib 

o Jesse tree 

o Advent candles/calendar 

Activities 

Using pictures create your own ‘Symbol of Advent’ stamp. 
Next to this, write what they represent. 
Do at least 3 different symbols. 
E.g.: The Advent wreath is round to show that God’s love never ends. It is unconditional. This reminds me of the 
story of the Prodigal Son because his father still loves him even though he made many mistakes. 
The candles stand for: peace, joy, hope, love and Christ. Christians light a candle on each Sunday in Advent to 
countdown the time until Christ’s birth. Jesus’ candle is white to show that he is pure and sinless.  

Resources 
Ephesians scripture 
Advent symbols: https://www.leafletonline.com/news/2016/10/how-to-use-the-symbols-of-advent-to-keep-jesus-
at-the-center-of-the-season/ 
Stamp template for Advent symbols and explanation. 

 
Ephesians: 
 

 

https://www.leafletonline.com/news/2016/10/how-to-use-the-symbols-of-advent-to-keep-jesus-at-the-center-of-the-season/
https://www.leafletonline.com/news/2016/10/how-to-use-the-symbols-of-advent-to-keep-jesus-at-the-center-of-the-season/


Stamp template: 
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Science 

Teaching points 

Discuss the states of matter – what makes an item a solid, a liquid or a gas? Watch the following video together: 
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/zsgwwxs 
Water can be each of these states – identify ways in which water can be a solid, a liquid or a gas (water as ice, as a 
liquid and as steam) 
Observe each of these states – you could put some water in an ice cube tray and freeze it, pour water into a glass or 
observe the kettle boiling. Each time the state of the water is changing. Explain each process: 
Freezing and melting: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z9ck9qt 
Evaporation and Condensation: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/zydxmnb  
Through each process, the particles change their behaviour which changes their state i.e. from a liquid to a solid or 
a liquid to a gas. When liquid water changes to ice, the energy in the molecules decreases. Eventually, they are 
drawn together and the liquid freezes to a solid. When water changes to a gas, the energy in the molecules 
increases. They move and vibrate more and escape as water vapour. 

Activities 

Complete the table below recording what you have observed.  

Resources 
Table, kettle, fridge, water 
  

 

Process Observations Describe what is happening to the particles 

Freezing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Evaporating  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Condensing  
 
 
 
 

 

bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/zsgwwxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z9ck9qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/zydxmnb


 

History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

Begin by introducing the 5 monuments we will be covering – can the children identify any of them from the 
pictures? What do we know about them already?   
Look at the pictures of each monument - why might people want to visit these places?  Choose one of the 
monuments and use the internet to research the history of one of the monuments. Write your ideas under the 
headings in resources and include any interesting facts you have found.  
 

Activities 

Children to choose from the following monuments and create a poster advertising this – why should people visit 
this?  
Choose from:  
Grey’s Monument  
St. James’ Park  
Tyne Bridge  
Millennium Bridge  
Baltic Arts Centre  

Resources 

   

 
 

 
Research Headings 
History – when was the monument built? What is it made from? 
Interesting facts – who opened your monument? Has it had any interesting visitors? 
Why should people visit this monument? 

 

 

 

 

 



SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group:  4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 
 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Monday 
Teaching 
Begin by testing the children on the following 6 spellings. Each spelling comes from a previous week and 
allows the children to recap what they have learnt. 

a) Machine 
b) Myth 
c) Potatoes 
d) Generous 
e) Explanation 
f) Complete 

Now, read the information below – it is a transcript of a video we will be watching in class. When reading 
“my turn, your turn”, say the word and ask your child to repeat it. Complete the dots and dashes activity, 
adding a dot below each single sound and a dash below any letters that made a sound together and a 
dash between split diagraphs (letters which make a sound together but are separate e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, 
u-e. 
Activity 

Hello everyone. It’s me again. Now, you already know how much I enjoy performing and singing, 
but I’ve decided I should learn to play an instrument, too. I'd love to be a musician – that is the 
word for someone who can create music. It is all very exciting. Not only that, but the word 
‘musician’ gave me an idea for our spelling session today, so let’s get spelling. 

 
Let’s play My turn/Your turn to say these root words. Repeat them after me. 
magic 
electric 
music 

 
What do you notice about the last letter in each of these words?  

 
Turn to your partner.  

 
The answer is – they all end in the letter c.  

 
Now, do you remember that the ending that sounds like shun at the end of words can be spelt in 
different ways? 

 
Well, we can add -ian to our words that end in c to change them into nouns that mean a person 
who does or is something. Like this:  
magic  magician.  

 
So if the root word ends in the letter c we just add -i-a-n: 
magic + ian = magician     
  For example: 
The magician showed us the most amazing tricks! 

 
Watch me! My trick is to change a word into a noun that means a person who does or is 
something by adding a suffix. 

 



root word root word + 
suffix -ian 

magic magician 

electric electrician 

music musician 

optic optician 

 
By the way, I’m sure you know that an optician is someone who checks people’s eyes.  
The root word is ‘optic’ and means ‘of the eye or vision’.  

 
Hold on – I can hear a Weird Word Warning coming through. 
Ah yes! I almost forgot! 

 
If the root word ends in cs we must drop the s before adding -ian: 
politics + ian          = politician         
For example: 
A politician was interviewed on the children’s TV news channel last night. 
 
Let's see some word building: 
politics + ian   = politician  
mathematics + ian  = mathematician  
 
That's all for today. Bye for now! 
 
Dots and Dashes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week: 
Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Tuesday 
Teaching 
Revisit the spelling rule covered yesterday – can your child remember the rule without checking their 
work?  
Complete the word changers activity below by adding the suffix –ion to the root word. If you get stuck, 
look at the example (music + ian = musician) 
Activity 

  

  

  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words. 

Wednesday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule being covered in the activities this week. It may be helpful to re-read the information provided. 
Look at the words at the top of each group of sentences and check you understand the meaning of each word. 
Read each sentence below and find the correct missing word from the choices below. Once you have chosen your 
word, re-read the sentence carefully. Check the word you have chosen makes sense. 

Activity 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix – ian to root words 

Thursday 
Teaching 
Recap the information covered this week. Can your child remember the spelling rule?  Look at the words below. 
Choose ten and sort from most difficult to easy. Ask your child to explain why one is difficult/easier than others. 
Shuffle the words they have chosen. Read the word aloud to your child and ask them to write it down. Look at the 
spelling and mark the answer. Correct it if it is spelt incorrectly. Once you have practiced each word, sort your 
spellings again from most difficult to easiest. 

Activity 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Friday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule covered – you may want to re-read the video transcript and look at the words from choose the right 
word.  
Using the words covered yesterday, complete a spelling squiggle.  
Start by drawing a squiggle on the page, then fill each section of the squiggle with the words from Thursday. 
See the example below and complete your own.   

Activity 

 

 
 



TIMES TABLE PRACTICE 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 

 

Weekly activity 

Teaching points 
 In preparation for our multiplication check, children should be practicing their times tables daily on times table 
rock stars.  
At the beginning of the week, complete the multiplication grid below. Children should be set a 5 minute timer to 
complete these grids. Mark together and count up your score. 
Each day, they should spend 10 minutes practicing on times table rock stars. This could be garage games, sound 
check or studio games. Remember, garage will test the tables covered in class, studio will test your speed and 
sound check will mimic the table check.  
At the end of the week, complete the second multiplication grid again with a 5 minute timer. Mark together and 
count up your score. Find the difference between the numbers to see how much you have improved over the week. 

Activity 

 Day 1: complete the first multiplication grid in 5 minutes. 

 Day 1-4 : play 10 minutes of Times Table Rock Stars. 

 Day 5: complete  the second multiplication grid in 5 minutes and see how you have improved.  

Resources 

 

 
 


