
READING 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Monday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching points 

 Introduce the text by discussing farms and city farms. Explain that a city farm is similar to a typical farm because it 
has animals that children can look at and find out about, but it is found in a city not the countryside.  
What animals might you expect to see on a farm? Read the poem and think about the new information they have 
discovered.  

Questions 

 
Trawling for 
evidence 

Find and copy two animals the children fed. 

 
Facts and 
opinions 

Choose which of the following facts are true and which are false 
The goose sometimes attacks people’s knees.  
The goose attacked the children as they went into the farm.  
The children fed the goose.  
The goose chased the children away from the farm.  

 
Predictions 

Which animal do you think the children will remember best? Explain why, using ideas from 
the poem 

 

Resources   
The city farm 

 

Tuesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching points 
Ask your child what they like to write about. Do they like to write about their own ideas or when others suggest 
titles or themes? Read the poem and highlight any words that need explaining.  

Questions 

 
Trawling for 
evidence 

Find and copy one thing the speaker says that shows they do not plan to write a funny story.  

 
Facts and 
opinions 

Which sentences are true and which are false? 
The children are writing poetry.  
Miss Smith is the teacher. 
 Miss Smith has told the children to write about monsters.   
The speaker wants to make their reader feel scared 

 
Predictions 

Do you think the teacher will let the speaker write about monsters? Explain why, using ideas 
from the poem. 

 

Resources 
Miss Smith 

 

Wednesday – Book Talk – supported  

Reading Lens 



Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 
You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 
Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages aloud.  
Stop after the second page and talk 
about what has happened so far in 
the book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Help your child to find evidence of 
actions  in the story. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page four and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character is … 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the text of the character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page six and talk about what 
might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I  think…….will happen next 
because… 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the story to support their prediction. 

Resources – Home Reading Book 
 

 
 
 

Thursday – Book Talk – independent 

Reading Lens 

Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 
You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 
Continue reading your book from 
yesterday read the next two pages 
aloud. 
Stop after page eight and talk about 
what has happened so far in the 
book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence of actions in the story 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page ten and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The character ______ is … 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the text of a character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page twelve and talk about 
what might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I  think…….will happen next 
because… 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the story to support 
their prediction independently. 

Resources 
 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 

Ask your child choose a book from home, it may be a story book, a poetry book, a non-fiction book, a comic or a 
magazine. Enjoy sharing their chosen book.  

Activity 

When your child is reading the text ask them the meanings of certain words and ask questions about what is 
happening in the text. When they have read for at least 20 minutes then ask your child to complete the book 
review below. 
Resources  Book review 
 



 

 

  



WRITING 
Week commencing:  30.11.20 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/ AB 

 

Text for the week:  The Street beneath my feet – Explanation text. 

 

Monday   
Teaching points 

Discuss in detail how rabbits, 
badgers, water voles make a 
network of habitats for 
nesting, living and surviving. 
Watch the exerts film twice 
and use it as an opportunity to 
gather a wider vocabulary of 
animal habitats 

The Burrowers: Episode 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W76EDYEF3b8 

 

Activities 
Gather vocabulary for animal 
habitats and draw the habitats 
alongside it.  
Den, burrow, warren, set 

  

Resources 
 

 

Tuesday  

Teaching points 

Look at pictures of various 
skeletons and artefacts.  
Can children work out what they 
are?  
 Children think of adjectives to 
describe bones and artefacts  
e.g. cracked, broken, splintered, 
fractured, fragmented, brittle, worn, 
charred, fragile, rusty 
Teacher model: As you descend 
deeper into the darkness you will 
discover bones. Fractured bones. 
Fractured bones from many years 
ago. 

 
Children come up with a bank of 
action words for movement of 
mammals 
 e.g. bolt, dart, scurry, dig, burrow, 
delve, explore, dash, scamper, 
scoop, provide.  
Provide animal home language: sett, 
burrow, den, warren. 
Teacher model: Also in the topsoil, 
badgers scamper through tunnels to 
their sets and moles blindly dig for 
worms. 

 
Look at the mixed jokes and 
punchlines. Children work out which 
goes with which 
Teacher model: What is a rabbit’s 
favourite dance? Hip hop 

Activities 

Children to write a sentence 
about bones or artefacts using 
repletion. 
Use teacher model as an example. 

 
Children to write a sentence using 
action words for two different 
animals joined with coordinating 
conjunction ‘and’ 
Use teacher model as an example. 
 

 

 
Children choose their favourite joke 
and write it into animal/speech 
bubble picture 

Resources  bones pictures, jokes to match up  
 



 

Wednesday  

Teaching points 

Watch a youtube clip with 
Greg James lives looking at a fat 
berg. 
https://www.theguardian.com/envir
onment/2017/sep/12/total-
monster-concrete-fatberg-blocks-
london-sewage-system 
  Gather a bank of negative words to 
describe the drain problem e.g. 
rancid, pungent, fowl, disgusting, 
awful, vomit inducing, rank, gagging, 
fetid, malodourous 
Teacher model: Why does it stink 
down here? Because there are rats, 
sewers and lots of lots of poo. Are 
there any other stinky problems? 
Yes, fat…lots of fat…this means the 
contents of the drains doesn’t flow 
very well. 

Talk about things that move 
e.g. cars, athletes, trains, rockets, 
lorries, water.  
• Gather a bank of synonyms for 
moving e.g. marching, stomping, 
charging, zooming, racing, scuttling, 
plodding, driving 
Teacher model: Beetles scuttle along 
this layer like an army moving into 
battle. 

 
Become an expert about beetles. 
Use books and the internet to find as 
much as you can about beetles. 
Collect three unique facts and share 
them . Sort the facts on a ‘interest 
barometer’ into those that are most 
compelling and interesting all the 
way through to the boring ones. 
 Teacher model: “I bet you did not 
know beetles have two sets of 
wings!” 

Activities 

Ask the reader two questions 
with two disgusting answers 
Use teacher model as an example 

Pupils to produce their own 
moving simile when they describe 
the moving of a mini beast and the 
ground. 
Use teacher model as an example 
 

Choose an exciting fact 
about beetles and place it in a 
dialogue bubble for the beetle to 
say. 

Resources –  beetles fact sheet or internet 
 

Thursday  

Teaching points 
Plan a range of questions to ask an 
expert visitor.  
• Watch a range of fossil themed 
videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=fEYJUk3sz8c 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=bRuSmxJo_iA 

Remember to use ? At the end of a 
question 

 

Activities 

Talk about range of rocks, volcanoes 
and fossils. Magma, erupt, volcano, 
dinosaur, preserve, active, lava, 
metamorphic, crust, dormant, 
mineral, sedimentary, rock, extinct, 
ash, fossil 

Write at least 10 questions.  

Resources –  
 

 

 

 



Friday  

Teaching points 

Watch BBC Bitesize video 
‘how are fossils made’.  
 Build a word bank of synonyms for 
decay e.g. decompose, rot, 
disintegrate, eroding. 
 Write a list of time adverbials e.g. 
over a long period of time, over 
millions of years 
Teacher model: Under the clay is a 
layer of sedimentary rock. Here you 
will find a variety of fossils. Fossils 
are created by decaying animals and 
plants which are squashed between 
layers of rock over millions of years. 

Play a clip of inside a cave.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=aCtvqKGYy0k 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=xVpk7LQML8g 
 
Key question, 'What can you hear?' 
e.g. rocks echoing, water dripping, 
fish splashing, bats 
flapping/swooping. Build a bank of 
onomatopoeia words, e.g. splash, 
dash, flutter, drip 
Provided sentence: There is an 
underground cave here too.  
Teacher model: Drip! Drip! Drip! 
Stalactites are formed. Drop! Drop! 
Drop! Icy water echoes around the 
walls. Splash! Splash! Splash! Fish 
dart through underground rivers 
 

Show a video of stalactites 
and stalagmites. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=2BJB4o33PuM 
Teacher model: Model a diagram of 
how a stalagmite is formed. A 
stalagmite is a type of rock 
formation that grows from the floor.  

Activities 

Pupils choose a synonym to 
replace decaying and write a time 
adverbial at the end 
Use teacher model as an example 
 

Pupils build their sentence 
choosing 3 onomatopoeia words and 
describing sentences 
Use teacher model as an example 
 

Children draw a diagram of 
stalactites 
Use teacher model as an example 
 

Resources  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Learning focus: Time 

 

Monday 

 
Ask your child to recite the 5 times table. Show your child a clock face and point out that each numeral represents 
the time in minutes in multiples of 5. Go round the clock saying 5 past, 10 past 15 minutes past, 20 past ect.. All the 
way round the clock. Say 35 minutes past, 40 minutes past and clarify that there are 60 minutes in an hour.  

Activities    Use the clock face – call out the minutes and ask your child to point to the correct number on the clock 

face. 

Complete the sheet writing how many minutes past. 
 
Resources - clock face , minutes past sheet 
 

 

Tuesday  

Teaching points 
 
Discuss times on the clocks and how we write it 
in words and digitally.  
Look at the clock and write down times using 
words and digits. 
 
 

Activity 
                      
Children to write the time drawn on the clock 
 
Resources 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 

MATHS 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/AB 



Teaching points 
Discuss that noon means 12 o clock – discuss before noon and afternoon  
Miya wants to go to the cinema. The film starts at 12.15 in the afternoon or 12.15 pm. We use pm to talk about 
time after noon to just before midnight.   
She leaves the house earlier than that time. She leaves the house at eleven forty in the morning or 11 .40 am. It is 4 
hours after midnight . The time is 4am. It is 2 hours after noon. The time is 2pm.  

Activity 
Write down what you do during the day and make sure you write am and pm notation e.g I wake up at 7 am, I have 
my breakfast at 7.30 am … 

Resources 
 

Thursday 

Teaching points 
Look at a clock,  
Millie has a swimming lesson at 8 am and it ends at 9am The lesson lasts for 1 hour. Miya gets on the school bus at 
3.00pm and gets home at 3.30 pm. How long is her ride home?  

Activity 
Time  interval sheets – work out the time between each event 
 
Resources – time interval sheet 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 

Teaching – what is the time? 
1 hour after 8 pm?  The time is … 
30 minutes after 2.00am  The time is … 
1 hour before 4.00pm The time is …. 
30 minutes before 7.00pm The time is… 
 

Activity 
Use a tv guide and answer the questions below 
Find two programmes that are 30 minutes long 
Find two programmes that are 1 hour long. 
Find a programme that lasts less than 30 minutes 
Write down the start times and end times for each programme. 
Resources 
TV Guide 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Religious Education 

Teaching points 

In Year 3 the children learn about how we prepare for a visitor. They learn about Advent which begins 
the Church’s year. They are introduced to the Jesse tree and how it represents the family of Jesus. They 
are reminded about the prophet Isaiah and they hear again the story of Christmas with a focus on the 
role played by visitors. 

Week 1:  

Discuss the experience of preparing for visitors and receiving visitors. What kinds of visitors do we look 
forward to? Which ones are difficult? What are the good things about having visitors and what demands 
do they make? Think about a situation where you might not want a visitor, but it turns out really well in 
the end and you enjoy the visit. Think about the visitors we may have at Christmas and how we might 
make them feel welcome. (You will need to recognise that we are not always able to have visitors during 
any times of local or national lockdown.) 

Q What do we think about visitors?  

Q How do we prepare for them? 

Q What is important about welcoming visitors?  

Q How do we feel as a visitor? 
The prophet Isaiah writes about a very important visitor, the most important visitor of all time. (see 
below)  

Q Who is the visitor? 

Q Why was Isaiah preparing the people? 

Q How might the people have felt about preparing for such a special visitor? 

 
Advent is a time, a season, during which the Church reflects on and prepares for the coming of God into 

our world at Christmas. Visitors bring joys and demands. The coming of God also brings joys and 
demands. During Advent, the Church prepares for the celebration of the coming of God into the world at 

Christmas by listening to or reading passages from the Bible which tell of these joys and demands.In his 
letter to the Christian family in Rome, Paul speaks about living a life that would be pleasing to God if  he 
were to visit them personally.  He tells them that all the commandments can be summed upin one 

commandment: 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’You must do this, because the time has come, the 

moment is here for you to wake up from your sleep. The Lord is coming, he is very near. It 
is as if night is almost over, day is almost here.Let’s stop doing then, all the things that we 

prefer to do under the cover of darkness.Let’s live properly as children of the light should 
live. No more greed, no more stealing, no more telling lies, no more fighting, no more 

jealousy.  Let’s live as friends of Jesus should.’ 
Based on Romans 13: 9b-13a 

Q What does Paul say about being ready?  

Q What does Paul mean when he speaks about darkness? 

Q How does Paul say the Christian family should live?  

Q How can we ‘live properly’? 

Q What does living like this demand? Make a list of these demands. 



Q What would you add to them? 

Q How can we prepare during Advent? What advice does Paul have? 
 

Activities 

Task - make a list of the visitors you have welcomed at home or in school. For each visitor, record the 
differences they made under the headings: ‘Demands’ and ‘Joys’. (see below) 
 
Task - Design a poster titled ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ ‘Live properly as children of the light’. 
Illustrate how this might be ‘lived out’ and why. (see below) 
 
 

Resources: List and poster 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

 

 

                     ‘Live properly as children of the light’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Science 

Teaching points 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcntsbk 
 
watch the clip about how magnets are useful in a scrapyard. A car is made up of many different materials. When a 
car is scrapped the different metals need sorted. A huge magnet is used to sort the materials. . 

Activities 

If you have a magnet at home see if you can sort materials into magnetic or non- magnetic. If not try filling in the 
sheet below about magnetic and non -magnetic materials using information from the video. 
 
Resources –  Magnet – magnetic materials sheet. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

Watch twig world- geography lesson what is a volcano? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgktM2luLok 
Ask your child to research two famous volcanoes and make two top trumps cards like the 
ones below. 
 

Activities 

Make two Top Trumps cards and include three facts on each card – draw a picture at the top. 

Resources 
 

  



 

 

 



SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 3 Class: AB/ CG 
 

Spelling rule this week:       Special Focus The ir sound spelt or after w 

Monday 

Teaching 

Read the information. 
 In some words, the letters or after w make the ir sound.  
There’s a worm in my apple! 

Activity 
 

With your partner, read the sentences and underline the letters or when they make the ir sound. 

 The first one has been done for you. 

 a My uncle sailed around the world.  

b All this work is making my brain hurt. 

 c These prize-winning horses are worth a lot of money. 

 d This is the worst thing  that has ever happened to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling rule this week:        Special Focus  The ir sound spelt or after w 
 

 

Tuesday 
Teaching 

 Complete each sentence using the correct word from the box below  

Activity 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Spelling rule this week:       Special Focus  The ir sound spelt or after w      
 

 

Wednesday 
Teaching 

Take turns to read aloud one of the dictation sentences for your partner to write down. After each sentence, 
correct any errors, then swap 

Activity 



 

 

 

Worse   password    workers     world   work   workshop    worth   worst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling rule this week:        Special Focus  The ir sound spelt or after w      
 

 

Thursday 
Teaching 

Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week. Explain the spelling rule to somebody at 
home.   
Use the spellings below to test yourself with the spelling rule. Ask someone at home to read out the spelling and 
you write it down. Look at the spelling and mark your answer. Correct it if you have spelt it incorrectly. 

Activity 

 

Spelling rule this week:        circle    complete   fruit   material    mention 
 

 

Friday 

Teaching 

These are tricky words that do not follow a rule. Practise spelling these words at home. You can try writing them 
in different coloured pens or pencils, pyramid spellings, make a word search or using mnemonics 

Activity 

s 

s l 

s l i  

s l i p 



 

 


