
READING 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Monday – Book Talk - supported 

Reading Lens 

 
Imagining 
You are thinking about the thoughts 
of the characters. You may also be 
asked what you think about what is 
happening in the text.  

 
Logical meaning making 
This lens asks us to think about the 
key events in the text and how we 
construct their meaning.  

 
Stating predictions 
You are thinking about what might 
happen next. Remember to use the 
text to support your ideas.  

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
Personally, I think this book… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
As a reader, I was clear about 
______ but confused by… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
It is easy/difficult to predict what 
might happen next because… 

Resources 
Reading book from home. 

 

Tuesday – Book Talk - independent 

Reading Lens 

 
Imagining 
You are thinking about the thoughts 
of the characters. You may also be 
asked what you think about what is 
happening in the text. 

 
Logical meaning making 
This lens asks us to think about the 
key events in the text and how we 
construct their meaning. 

 
Stating predictions 
You are thinking about what might 
happen next. Remember to use the 
text to support your ideas. 
 

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
Personally, I think this book… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
As a reader, I was clear about _____ 
but confused by… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
It is easy/difficult to predict what 
might happen next because… 

Resources 
Reading book from home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child what they know about poetry. Ask your child to make a list of what they 
would expect to find in a poem (rhyming words, metaphors, similies, noun phrases). Read the text “Scissors” by 
Allan Alhberg. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and talk about their meaning 
together. Ask your child to read the text again, then read the first question. Highlight the key words that tell us 
what to do. Show your child how to find the information needed in the text and model how to write the answers.  

Activities 

 
 

 
Inferring and 
deducing 

What time of day is it? Explain how you know. 

 

 
Feeling 

Why is the teacher cross? 

 
Language 

“Just ransack this room till we find them” (line 23)  
Suggest another word the poet could have used instead of “ransack”. 

Resources 
“Scissors” by Allan Alhberg (Text 1) 

 

Thursday – Cracking Comprehension  

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child how they know this is a poem. Ask your child to list the features they can see 
(e.g. rhyming words, metaphors, adjectives, figures of speech). Ask your child to read the second poem, “New 
School” by Kevin McCann. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and discuss their meaning 
together. Ask your child to read each question and highlight the key words – which words tell us what to do? 
Answer each question below independently.  

Activities 

 

 
Inferring and 
deducing 
 

How do you know what time of day it is? 

 

 
Feeling 

“And everyone knows everyone else.” 
Why do you think the narrator included this information? 

 

 
Language 

“One skits our headmaster.” 
Suggest another way the poet could have said the same thing? 

 

Resources 
“New School” by Kevin McCann 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 

Ask your child to choose a book from home: it may be any type of text (e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comic or 
magazine). Read together and enjoy sharing their chosen book.  



Activity 

Pause at different points in the text to find the meaning of any unknown words. Question what is happening at 
different points in the text. When you have read for at least 30 minutes, ask your child to complete the book review 
sheet about this text.  

Resources 
Home reading book, book review sheet.  

 

Scissors by Allan Alhberg 

 
  



New School by Kevin McCann 

 

 



Book Review Template 

 

 

 



WRITING 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Text for the week: Holiday Brochure 

 

Monday: SPaG  
Teaching points 

Pronouns 
Watch the BBC Bitesize clip explaining what a pronoun is. 
Complete the subsequent activities: 

 Highlight the pronouns 

 Highlight the words that could be replaced by pronouns 

Test your pronoun knowledge by completing the quiz. 

Activities 

Complete the 4 questions in resources entitled ‘pronouns’ in resources. 

Resources 
What is a pronoun? (BBC Bitesize): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx 
Pronouns activity sheets (refer to the end of the writing section) 
 

 

Tuesday: Success Criteria 

Teaching points 

Recap research and notes from last week, based on the 8 jigsaw pieces (example for Rome in resources). 
Show children the success criteria template (resources). Talk through each one and look at my examples. 
If you would like to remind yourself of some of the grammar meanings watch the BBC Bitesize video clips in 
resources. 
 

Activities 

Using the research notes about Rome write sentences to match each jigsaw piece and include the required success 
criteria next to each piece e.g. For the ‘options’ jigsaw piece I want you to include a sentence using the conjunction 
‘or’. 
We will then use these in our final brochure 

Resources 
What are coordinating conjunctions (like ‘or’)? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z9wvqhv 
What is a simile? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr 
What are relative clauses? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsrt4qt 
What is an adverb? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr 
What is alliteration? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3 
 
Success criteria: 

Options 

Conjunction ‘or’ 
Whether you are looking to sunbathe on 
the golden beach or visit the interesting 
museums… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z37xrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z9wvqhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zsrt4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zgsgxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zq4c7p3


Overview 

Chatty reply 
What are you waiting for? 
What is stopping you? 

Weather 

Simile 
The Sicilian sun glows yellow like a 
meadow of buttercups. 

Eating out 

Taste 
Come and try our traditional arancini, 
coated in golden, crunchy bread crumbs. 

Interesting sights 

Relative clause 
which is… 
(giving additional information to the 
main part of your main sentence) 

Adventurous activities 

Adverbs 
Bravely, fearlessly, courageously… 
(gives extra information about the verb) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Slogan and data 

Alliteration 
Happy Holidays – the world is your 
window. 

Rome research:  
City – Rome (Italy) 
Overview 
Italy's capital city is a wonderful place to learn about the Romans and ancient history as there are so 
many historic sites such as the Foro Romano with its ancient Roman ruins. 
Weather 

“  ”  



 High temp = 30.6°C  Low temp 3.1°C 
 
Food 
Starter: 

 Mozzarella and basil salad 

 
Main dishes: 

 Pizza: probably the most famous Italian dish, it was invented in 1860. It is usually baked in a 
wood-fired oven and very thin, but loaded with fresh vegetables or thinly sliced ham, salami, 
artichokes or olives. 

 
 Pasta: The Italian pasta is renowned worldwide and there are more than 200 different shapes. 

 
Dessert: 

 Tiramisu - an Italian dessert consisting of layers of sponge cake soaked in coffee and brandy or 
liqueur with powdered chocolate and mascarpone cheese. 

 
 Gelato – the country who invented ice cream. 

 
 
Interesting sights 



The Colosseum is one of the most recognised landmarks and ruins in Rome. Dating back over 2,000 
years it was once the ground for legendary gladiator contests that would entertain the masses. These 
brave gladiators would fight in the arena in front of thousands, often against wild animals and those 
with weapons far greater than theirs!  

 The colosseum 
The Roman Forum – find out about the evolution of ancient Rome and the role the Roman Forum 
played in the growing trade and commerce of the city, including the historic ruins, arches, churches, and 
pillars still standing to give you a real feel of what the city was like 2,000 years ago. 

 Roman Forum 
St Peter’s Basilica is one of the most famous churches in the world. The beautiful architecture is one of 
its most impressive features; with Bramante, Bernini, Michelangelo and Maderno all having contributed 
on the building, both inside and out.  

 St Peter’s Basilica 
The Trevi Fountain is a must on everyone’s bucket list who visits Rome. Set within the winding cobbled 
streets of central Rome, this huge baroque fountain is considered one of the best in the world. 

 The Trevi Fountain 
The Pantheon is a former Roman temple, now a Catholic church. 

 The Pantheon 
Piazza Navona is a public open space in Rome, Italy. It is built on the site of the Stadium of 
Domitian, built in the 1st century AD. Beautiful fountains, shops, cafes and restaurants.  

 Piazza Navona 
 
Adventurous activities 
Soccer, skiing, cycling, surfing or motor racing are just some of the sports Italians have very strong 

http://www.romeandvaticanpass.com/rome-attractions/coliseum-rome.html
http://www.romeandvaticanpass.com/rome-attractions/st-peters-basilica.html


interest in. 
Explore Rome on a bike by having a night tour. 

 
Find out what it takes to be an ancient Roman gladiator at the Gladiator School of Rome. 

 
In a kayak you can find out about ancient Roman ports, the naumachie (simulation of ancient Roman 
battles), the trampoline where the popes dived into the untouched lake waters, an ancient prehistoric 
village where you can still see all the piles, and many other unique places immersed in nature. 

 
Take a tour of Vatican City. Climb up the dome of St. Peter's Basilica with a guide. After getting 
sweeping views of Vatican City and Rome beyond, proceed inside for a guided tour of the church itself, 
the Vatican Museums, and the Sistine Chapel.  

 
Take a horseback tour around ancient Rome. 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday: Final Piece 

Teaching points 

Today we are going to begin to write our final holiday brochure about the city of Rome in Italy. 

Recap on success criteria from the previous lesson. When you write your holiday brochure I will be expecting you to 

include all of our success criteria: 

• Conjunction ‘or’ 

• Chatty reply 

• Simile 

• Taste 

• Relative clause 

• Adverbs 



• Alliteration 

Today, we are going to write the first 4 jigsaw pieces and include our first 4 success criteria targets (conjunction ’or’, 

chatty reply, simile and taste). 

Activities 

Write the title of your holiday brochure. Write in pencil in artistic writing which can then be coloured so that it 
stands out to potential holiday makers. 
Then, write your first jigsaw piece ‘options’ including the conjunction ‘or’. You may want to cut and stick a picture  
of Rome showing one or both of these options. 
 
Next, write your overview of Rome and add your ‘chatty reply’ to encourage holiday makers to book now. Don’t 
forget to summarise what Rome has to offer e.g. ancient ruins, Roman history and beautiful architecture. 
After that, write a sub-heading for the weather. Tell potential visitors about the weather in Rome and include a 
simile. You may wish to cut and stick a picture showing how warm it can get there. 
 
Finally, write the sub-heading to match your jigsaw piece ‘eating out’. Again, you may wish to do it in pencil to then 
colour so it stands out.  
Write about an Italian starter, main course and dessert. You will need to include description to add detail – 
including how it might be made, the ingredients and how delicious it is. You may wish to cut and stick a picture of 
one of your chosen dishes. 

Resources 

Refer to success criteria and research from previous lesson. 
 

Thursday: Final Piece 

Teaching points 

Today we are going to finish writing our final holiday brochure about the city of Rome in Italy. 
Recap on success criteria from the previous lesson. When you write your holiday brochure I will be expecting you to 
include all of our success criteria: 

 Conjunction ‘or’ 

 Chatty reply 

 Simile 

 Taste 

 Relative clause 

 Adverbs 

 Alliteration 

Today, we are going to write the final 3 jigsaw pieces and include our remaining 3 success criteria targets (relative 
clause, adverbs and alliteration). 

Activities 

Write a sub-heading for your jigsaw piece ‘interesting sights’. Tell us about some of the wonderful landmarks and 
sights you can see in Rome. This is where you will include your relative clause to add extra information about a 
particular sight. You may wish to cut and stick a picture of one of your sights. 
 
Then, write a sub-heading for your jigsaw piece ‘adventurous activities’. Tell us about some of the fun things you 
can do in Rome. Don’t forget to include an adverb! You may wish to cut and stick a picture of one of these activities. 
Finally, to give one final push to persuade potential holiday customers write a couple of sentences that include a 
slogan and positive data. This is where you will include alliteration for your holiday company name. 
 
Check through your writing by reading it out loud to yourself. Edit and improve your work by checking for spelling 
errors. Could you add a more interesting word? Have you included each item in your success criteria? 

Resources 
Refer to success criteria  and research from Tuesday. 
 

 

 

 

 



Friday: City Poster Advert 

Teaching points 

Using what you have learnt about Rome, choose one of your jigsaw pieces and create a poster advertising that 
element. We want to persuade holiday makers to come so include persuasive language (see resources). 
You will need to include: 

 A catchy heading/title. 

 Pictures and sub-headings 

 Interesting sights 

 Adventurous activities 

 Persuasive language 

 Slogans and data 

Activities 

Write an advert for your European city. Don’t forget to include the above success criteria (look at some of the 
examples in resources for inspiration). 

Resources 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
F A N T A S T I C 

         

Feeling Asking Noticing Touch Action Smelling Taste Imagining Checking 

G R A M M A R I S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Adverbs/ 
Adverbial 
Phrases 

Basics 
Complex 
Sentences 

Dialogue/ 
Contracted 

Forms 
Purpose Paragraphs 

Passive/ 
Active 
Voice 

Past and 
Present 
Tense 

Punctuation 

B O O M T A S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Onomatopoeia Alliteration Rhyme Repetition Simile Metaphor 
Pathetic 
Fallacy Pun Personification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATHS 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Multiplying by 6, 7, 8 and 9 

 

Monday 

Teaching points 
Ask children what they know already about multiplication (e.g. groups of items or repeated addition). Look at the 
calculation 4 x 6 = 24. In this calculation, the first number (factor) refers to the number of groups and the second 
factor (number) refers to the number of items in each group. Have a look at the example below together: 

 
To solve this, we are going to count in 6’s on our fingers. Each finger represents a group of 6. Count with your child 
in 6’s until they reach 24. The ladybirds has 24 legs altogether. Use this method of “skip counting” to count to 12 x 
6. Now, have a look at the bees below.  

    
 

Activity 
Now, answer these questions: 

a) 6,12,18,___,___,___ 
b) 24, 30, 36, ____,____,____ 
c) 6x5 
d) 7x6 
e) 6x9 
f) 6x6 
g) 8x6 
h) 6x10 

Use the grid below to check your answers. Remember, don’t look while you’re completing the activity! 

Now, fill in the missing numbers in the multiplication wheels below. Use the grid above if you are stuck!  
 

1 x 6 = 6 2 x 6 = 12 3 x 6 = 18 4 x 6 = 24 5 x 6 = 30 

6 x 6 =36 7 x 6 = 42 8 x 6 = 48 9 x 6 = 54 10 x6 = 60 

Resources 
Resource 1: 6 times table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For example, there are 4 ladybirds and each have 6 

legs. As there are 4 ladybirds, I write 4 multiplied by 

6 as they have 6 legs each. 

There are 3 bees. Each bee has 6 legs. How many 

legs do the bees have altogether? 

Count in 6’s! 

___ x ____ = 18 

The bees have ___ legs altogether.  



Resource 1: 6 times table multiplication wheels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Remind children that multiplication is “groups of” or repeated addition. Also remind children that one of the factors 
in the calculation will be the number of groups and the other factor will be the number of items in each group. 
Have a look at the example below.  

  

 
Activity 
Answer these questions: 

1. 7, 14, 21, ____, ____, ____ 
2. 28, 35, 42, ____, ____, ____ 
3. 4 x 7 
4. 7 x 6 
5. 7 x 5 
6. 8 x 7 
7. 9 x 7 
8. 10 x 7 

Use the grid below to check your answers. Remember, don’t look at this grid when you’re answering the questions! 

Now complete the questions below. 
 

1 x 7 = 7 2 x 7 = 14 3 x 7 = 21 4 x 7 = 28 5 x 7 = 35 

6 x 7 = 42 7 x 7 = 49 8 x 7 = 56 9 x 7 = 63 10 x 7 = 70 

Resources 
Resource 2 – The 7 times table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are five groups of 7 kittens. Remind children of skip counting – 

where each finger represents a group. So each finger represents one 

group of 7 – count up until you have 5 groups of 7 (7, add 7 is 14, add 7 is 

21. 28, 35) 

Recite the 7 times table, using the skip counting strategy.  

Use the 7 times table to solve the problem below. 

There are 7 pea pods. 

Each pod has 7 peas.  

How many peas are there altogether? 

Model to your child counting in 7’s until you find 7 x 7. 

There are ____ peas altogether 



Resource 2 – The 7 times table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 

Teaching points 
Remind children that multiplication is groups of items. Look at the example below of the three octopuses with eight 
legs below. 

  

 
Activity 
Answer the questions below. 

1. 8, 16, 24, ___, ___, ___ 
2. 32, 40, 48, ___, ___, ___ 
3. 6 x 8 
4. 7 x 8 
5. 8 x 9  
6. 8 x 10 

Use the grid below to check your answers.  

Now, play the game below together.  Cut out the number cards and play against one another.  

 

1 x 8 = 8 2 x 8 = 16 3 x 8 = 24 4 x 8 = 32 5 x 8 = 40 

6 x 8 = 48 7 x 8 = 56 8 x 8 = 64 9 x 8 = 72 10 x 8 = 80 

Each octopus has 8 legs. There are 3 octopuses so we can write this as  

3 x 8. Recap skip counting where each finger represents a group of 8. 

Count up to 3 x 8.  

3 x 8 = 24 

Three octopuses have 24 legs altogether. 

Now try the problem below.  

Dan has 5 tiles. 

Each tile has 8 sides. 

How many sides do the tiles have altogether? 

5 x 8 =___ 

The tiles have ____ sides altogether. 



Resources 
Number cards 
Set A 

6 7 8 
 
Set B 

2 3 4 
5 6 7 
8 9 1 

 
Game board 

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8          

7          

6          
 

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8          

7          

6          

 
 
 



Thursday 

Watch the video showing how to count in nines using your fingers. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEIeFV4oMp4 
Count through the multiples of the nine times table, showing on your fingers each multiple. Continue to practice 
strategy until children can use it proficiently.  
Use the finger counting method to solve these calculations:  
1. 5 x 9 =  
2. 6 x 9 =  
Now answer the questions below and complete the game together.  

Activity 
Use the finger counting strategy to answer the questions below. 
1. 9, 18, 27, ___, ___, ___ 
2. 36, 45, 54, ___, ___, ___ 
3. 2 x 9 = 
4. 9 x 3 =  
5. 4 x 9 =  
6. 9 x 5 =  
7. 6 x 9 =  
8. 9 x 7 =  
 
Now check your answers using the grid below. Remember to use the method of finger counting to calculate.  

Use everything you have learnt about the 6, 7, 8 and 9 times table to play the game below.  

1 x 9 = 9 2 x 9 = 18 3 x 9 = 27 4 x 9 = 36 5 x 9 = 45 

6 x 9 = 54 7 x 9 = 63 8 x 9 = 72 9 x 9 = 81 10 x 9 = 90 

Resources 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEIeFV4oMp4


 
Game Board 

 
 
Question cards 

1 x 6 =  2 x 6 =  3 x 6 =  4 x 6 =  5 x 6 =  
6 x 6 =  6 x 7 =  6 x 8 =  6 x 9 =  6 x 10  
 
 

1 x 7 =  2 x 7 =  3 x 7 =  4 x 7 =  5 x 7 =  
7 x 6 =  7 x 7 =  7 x 8 =  7 x 9 =  7 x 10  
 
 
 
 



1 x 8 =  2 x 8 =  3 x 8 =  4 x 8 =  5 x 8 =  
8 x 6 =  8 x 7 =  8 x 8 =  8 x 9 =  8 x 10  
 
 

1 x 9 =  2 x 9 =  3 x 9 =  4 x 9 =  5 x 9 =  
9 x 6 =  9 x 7 =  9 x 8 =  9 x 9 =  9 x 10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday 

Teaching points 

Today we will be looking at a short cut method for multiplying by 6, 7, 8 and 9. When we multiply 6 x 6, we can use 
the method below as a short cut: 
Start at 5 groups of 6.  
5 x 6 = 30 
6 x 6 is 6 groups of 6.  
It is 1 group of 6 more than 5 x 6. 
6 x 6 = 30 + 6 
          = 36 
Another example could be 6 x 7. 
5 x 7 = 35 so 
6 x 7 = 35 + 7 = 42 
7 x 8 
Start with 5 x 8 = 40. 7 x 8 is 7 groups of 8. It is 2 groups of 8 more than 5 x 8. 
7 x 8 = 40 + 8 + 8 = 56 
 
We can also use 10 groups to find 9 groups.  
10 x 9 = 90 
So 9 x 9 = 90 – 9 = 81 
 
Now complete the questions in activity. 

Activity 
1. Fill in the spaces. 

A) 6 x 4 = ______ groups of 4. 
= 5 groups of 4 + _____ group of 4 
= _______ + _______ 
= ________ 
B) 7 x 4 = _____ groups of 4. 
= 5 groups of 4 + ____ groups of 4 
= ______ + ______ 
= _________ 
C) 8 x 4 = _____ groups of 4. 
= 5 groups of 4 + ____ groups of 4. 
= _____ + _____ 
= _______ 

2. Fill in the gaps 
A) 10 x 7 = _______ 
    9 x 7 = ______ - 7 
    9 x 7 = ______ 
B) 10 x 9 = _______ 
      9 x 7 = _____ - 9 
      9 x 7 = _________ 

3. Use the short cut method to multiply 
a) 8 x 6 =  
b) 7 x 8 =  
c) 6 x 9 = 
d) 9 x 8 =  

Resources 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 30.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Religious Education 

Teaching points 

This week in RE, we will be continuing with our Advent topic ‘Gifts’. 
ADVENT PEOPLE  
Each candle on the Advent wreath represents an important aspect of waiting. There were long centuries of waiting 
for the people of Israel.  
ISAIAH 
Isaiah was an important prophet who was born about 765 years before Jesus. He was a skillful poet. The Church’s 
Advent readings from Isaiah look forward joyfully to the coming of the Promised One, the Messiah whom God 
would send and who would bring peace and justice on earth. 
Read one of Isaiah’s readings (see resources). 

Activities 

What would you proclaim from a high mountain about God’s coming?  How might you use your gifts to be a joyful 
messenger?  
Paint or draw and colour your own interpretation of one of the lines from Isaiah 40: 1-11, over the top of the verse. 
For example, a mountain with someone on the top shouting ‘Here is your God’, with a shepherd herding his sheep. 
Then, explain why you chose some of the religious symbols and images in your painting/drawing. 

Resources 
Isaiah’s reading: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Isaiah’s reading to draw/paint over: 

 
 
 

 



Science 

Teaching points 

Not all materials behave in the same way when they are heated and cooled. Last week, we examined how water 
can change states of matter depending on whether it is heated or cooled. Today, we are going to examine 
different materials and look at how they behave when we heat and cool them as not all materials behave in the 
same way as water.  
Choose which experiment you can complete at home using different materials.  
Experiment 1 
Heat solid chocolate over a bowl of boiling water on the cooker. Remember to always ask a grown up to help you 
with this activity. Write down what you have observed. Can you make suggestions as to why this has happened? 
How could we turn this back into chocolate? Put the melted chocolate in the fridge to investigate freezing – is the 
chocolate exactly the same as the bar we began with? 
Experiment 2 
Heat butter over a bowl of boiling water on the cooker. Remember to always ask a grown up to help you with this 
activity. Write down what you have observed. Can you make suggestions as to why this has happened? How could 
we turn this back into butter? Put the melted butter in the fridge to investigate freezing – is the butter exactly the 
same as the bits we began with? 
Experiment 3 
Heat cream over a bowl of boiling water on the cooker. Remember to always ask a grown up to help you with this 
activity. Write down what you have observed. Can you make suggestions as to why this has happened? How could 
we turn this back into cream? 

Activities 

Complete the table below recording what you have observed.  

When we heated the 
________, we observed… 

Why do you think this is? When we cooled/froze 
the ______, we 
observed…. 

Why do you think this is? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Resources 
Table, kettle, fridge, water, chocolate, cooker, butter, cream 
  

 
 



History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

Today, we are bridge builders. Look at the bridges over the Tyne in Newcastle –  
Tyne Bridge, Redheugh Bridge, Millennium Bridge, Swing Bridge, High Level Bridge and the King Edward Bridge 
(pictures in resources) 
Why does Newcastle need so many bridges?  
Look at the design of the bridges – they have some shapes in common, which ones can you spot? 
Why do you think they’ve used these shapes when building bridges?  
If you were going to design a bridge to stretch across the Tyne, what shapes would you use?  

 
 

Activities 

 
Today, we are bridge builders – you will be designing your own bridge to stretch across the River Tyne. Draw and 
annotate your design in the space below – why have you chosen each shape? 
Once you have designed your bridge, use materials from around your home to build your design -  you might use 
straws, tape, sticks, paper, cardboard tubes, wrapping paper rolls – anything you can find around the house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

My Design 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Resources 

See activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group:  4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 
 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Monday 
Teaching 
Begin by testing the children on the following 6 spellings. Each spelling comes from a previous week and 
allows the children to recap what they have learnt. 

a) Machine 
b) Myth 
c) Potatoes 
d) Generous 
e) Explanation 
f) Complete 

Now, read the information below – it is a transcript of a video we will be watching in class. When reading 
“my turn, your turn”, say the word and ask your child to repeat it. Complete the dots and dashes activity, 
adding a dot below each single sound and a dash below any letters that made a sound together and a 
dash between split diagraphs (letters which make a sound together but are separate e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, 
u-e. 
Activity 

Hello everyone. It’s me again. Now, you already know how much I enjoy performing and singing, 
but I’ve decided I should learn to play an instrument, too. I'd love to be a musician – that is the 
word for someone who can create music. It is all very exciting. Not only that, but the word 
‘musician’ gave me an idea for our spelling session today, so let’s get spelling. 

 
Let’s play My turn/Your turn to say these root words. Repeat them after me. 
magic 
electric 
music 

 
What do you notice about the last letter in each of these words?  

 
Turn to your partner.  

 
The answer is – they all end in the letter c.  

 
Now, do you remember that the ending that sounds like shun at the end of words can be spelt in 
different ways? 

 
Well, we can add -ian to our words that end in c to change them into nouns that mean a person 
who does or is something. Like this:  
magic  magician.  

 
So if the root word ends in the letter c we just add -i-a-n: 
magic + ian = magician     
  For example: 
The magician showed us the most amazing tricks! 

 
Watch me! My trick is to change a word into a noun that means a person who does or is 
something by adding a suffix. 

 



root word root word + 
suffix -ian 

magic magician 

electric electrician 

music musician 

optic optician 

 
By the way, I’m sure you know that an optician is someone who checks people’s eyes.  
The root word is ‘optic’ and means ‘of the eye or vision’.  

 
Hold on – I can hear a Weird Word Warning coming through. 
Ah yes! I almost forgot! 

 
If the root word ends in cs we must drop the s before adding -ian: 
politics + ian          = politician         
For example: 
A politician was interviewed on the children’s TV news channel last night. 
 
Let's see some word building: 
politics + ian   = politician  
mathematics + ian  = mathematician  
 
That's all for today. Bye for now! 
 
Dots and Dashes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week: 
Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Tuesday 
Teaching 
Revisit the spelling rule covered yesterday – can your child remember the rule without checking their 
work?  
Complete the word changers activity below by adding the suffix –ion to the root word. If you get stuck, 
look at the example (music + ian = musician) 
Activity 

  

  

  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words. 

Wednesday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule being covered in the activities this week. It may be helpful to re-read the information provided. 
Look at the words at the top of each group of sentences and check you understand the meaning of each word. 
Read each sentence below and find the correct missing word from the choices below. Once you have chosen your 
word, re-read the sentence carefully. Check the word you have chosen makes sense. 

Activity 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix – ian to root words 

Thursday 
Teaching 
Recap the information covered this week. Can your child remember the spelling rule?  Look at the words below. 
Choose ten and sort from most difficult to easy. Ask your child to explain why one is difficult/easier than others. 
Shuffle the words they have chosen. Read the word aloud to your child and ask them to write it down. Look at the 
spelling and mark the answer. Correct it if it is spelt incorrectly. Once you have practiced each word, sort your 
spellings again from most difficult to easiest. 

Activity 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix –ian to root words 

Friday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule covered – you may want to re-read the video transcript and look at the words from choose the right 
word.  
Using the words covered yesterday, complete a spelling squiggle.  
Start by drawing a squiggle on the page, then fill each section of the squiggle with the words from Thursday. 
See the example below and complete your own.   

Activity 

 

 
 



TIMES TABLE PRACTICE 
Week commencing: 23.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 

 

Weekly activity 

Teaching points 
 In preparation for our multiplication check, children should be practicing their times tables daily on times table 
rock stars.  
At the beginning of the week, complete the multiplication grid below. Children should be set a 5 minute timer to 
complete these grids. Mark together and count up your score. 
Each day, they should spend 10 minutes practicing on times table rock stars. This could be garage games, sound 
check or studio games. Remember, garage will test the tables covered in class, studio will test your speed and 
sound check will mimic the table check.  
At the end of the week, complete the second multiplication grid again with a 5 minute timer. Mark together and 
count up your score. Find the difference between the numbers to see how much you have improved over the week. 

Activity 

 Day 1: complete the first multiplication grid in 5 minutes. 

 Day 1-4 : play 10 minutes of Times Table Rock Stars. 

 Day 5: complete  the second multiplication grid in 5 minutes and see how you have improved.  

Resources 

 

 
 


