
READING 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Monday – Book Talk - supported 

Reading Lens 

 
Asking 
You are thinking about dialogue in 
your book. Think about the 
interactions between the characters 
– why is dialogue being used? (e.g. 
to move the action on or reveal a 
character’s inner thoughts) Think 
about what is said but also how it is 
said. If your text is non-fiction, think 
about who has been quoted and 
why the author might have chosen 
that person (e.g. historian, scientist) 

 
Setting 
You are thinking about the setting, 
remember this is not just a place but 
a moment in time. Two stories can 
be set in exactly the same place but 
can feel different because of the 
words chosen by each writer.  

 
Trawling for Evidence 
You are thinking about what 
evidence there is in your text to 
support your answer. You need to 
identify which part of the text 
supports your answer.   

Questions 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character speaks 
more/less than other characters 
because… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The setting contributes to the mood 
of the story by… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
We found a small clue, that other 
readers might have missed, that… 

Resources 
Reading book from home. 

 

Tuesday – Book Talk - independent 

Reading Lens 

 
Asking 
You are thinking about dialogue in 
your book. Think about the 
interactions between the characters 
– why is dialogue being used? (e.g. 
to move the action on or reveal a 
character’s inner thoughts) Think 
about what is said but also how it is 
said. If your text is non-fiction, think 
about who has been quoted and 
why the author might have chosen 
that person (e.g. historian, scientist) 

 
Setting 
You are thinking about the setting, 
remember this is not just a place but 
a moment in time. Two stories can 
be set in exactly the same place but 
can feel different because of the 
words chosen by each writer. 

 
Trawling for Evidence 
You are thinking about what 
evidence there is in your text to 
support your answer. You need to 
identify which part of the text 
supports your answer.   

Questions 



Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages 
independently. Stop after the 
second page and talk about what 
has happened so far, focusing on the 
actions that have taken place. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character speaks 
more/less than other characters 
because… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the forth page 
and talk about the facts that have 
happened.  
 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The setting contributes to the mood 
of the story by… 

Continue reading your book from 
home and read the next two pages 
out loud. Stop after the sixth page 
and talk about what has happened 
thinking about your personal 
response. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
We found a small clue, that other 
readers might have missed, that… 

Resources 
Reading book from home.  

 
 

Wednesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child what they know about poetry. Ask your child to make a list of what they 
would expect to find in a poem (rhyming words, metaphors, similies, noun phrases). Read the text “Scissors” by 
Allan Alhberg. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and talk about their meaning 
together. Ask your child to read the text again, then read the first question. Highlight the key words that tell us 
what to do. Show your child how to find the information needed in the text and model how to write the answers.  

Activities 
 

 
Action 

Why does the writer mention scissors having “legs”? (Verse3) 

 
Interrogating 
Facts and 
Fiction 

In the poem, the teacher is cross because scissors have disappeared.  
Write two things about the scissors that you know to be true.  

 
Predicting 

What do you think will happen next in the classroom? 

Resources 
“Scissors” by Allan Alhberg (Text 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday – Cracking Comprehension  

Teaching Points 

Introduce the text by asking your child how they know this is a poem. Ask your child to list the features they can see 
(e.g. rhyming words, metaphors, adjectives, figures of speech). Ask your child to read the second poem, “New 
School” by Kevin McCann. Ask them to circle, underline or highlight any unfamiliar words and discuss their meaning 
together. Ask your child to read each question and highlight the key words – which words tell us what to do? 
Answer each question below independently.  

Activities 

 
Action 
 

List three things you know are in the playground in the poem (apart from the 
children and the teacher). 

 
Interrogating 
Facts and 
Fiction. 

Who is “I” in the poem? 

 
Predicting 

Do you think the playground seems like a happy place for most children? 
Yes □ No □  
 
Explain your answer. 

 

Resources 
“New School” by Kevin McCann 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 

Ask your child to choose a book from home: it may be any type of text (e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comic or 
magazine). Read together and enjoy sharing their chosen book.  

Activity 

Pause at different points in the text to find the meaning of any unknown words. Question what is happening at 
different points in the text. When you have read for at least 30 minutes, ask your child to complete the book review 
sheet about this text.  

Resources 
Home reading book, book review sheet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scissors by Allan Alhberg 

 
  



New School by Kevin McCann 

 

 



Book Review Template 

 

 

 



WRITING 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Text for the week: My Christmas Star 

 

Monday: SPaG  
Teaching points 

This week we are starting a new writing focus, the BBC 1 advert from 2017, ‘My Christmas Star’. 
DO NOT watch the advert as this will slowly be examined and revealed gradually over the course of the week. 
A song prominently featured in the advert is ‘Symphony’ by ‘Clean Bandit’. 
Read the lyrics to the song like a poem. 
Then sing a karaoke version of the song. 

Activities 

Identify interesting words related to sound and music, e.g. melody, rhapsody, solo. Create a glossary of your 
interesting words. 

Resources 
‘Symphony’ by ’Clean Bandit’ lyrics: 
I've been hearing symphonies 
Before all I heard was silence 
A rhapsody for you and me 
And every melody is timeless 
Life was stringing me along 
Then you came and you cut me loose 
Was solo singing on my own 
Now I can't find the key without you 
And now your song is on repeat 
And I'm dancin' on to your heartbeat 
And when you're gone, I feel incomplete 
So if you want the truth 
I just wanna be part of your symphony 
Will you hold me tight and not let go? 
Symphony 
Like a love song on the radio 
Will you hold me tight and not let go? 
I'm sorry if it's all too much 
Every day you're here, I'm healing 
And I was runnin' out of luck 
I never thought I'd find this feeling 
'Cause I've been hearing symphonies 
Before all I heard was silence 
A rhapsody for you and me 
(A rhapsody for… 
 
Karaoke version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIf9GvWaxQQ 
 

 

Tuesday: Plot Point 1 – Home time and Flyer for Dad 

Teaching points 

For each activity, go through the 
teaching points first then complete 
the activity before moving on to the 
next teaching point.  

 

 
Repetition 
Gather a bank of phrases that 

 

 
Simile 
Collect positive descriptive language 
for a ‘star’ – sparkly, iridescent, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIf9GvWaxQQ


  
Alliteration 
Watch the start of the BBC1 
Christmas advert 2017 (to 0:12)  
 
Gather a bank of ‘ing’ verbs to 
describe how the girl moves – 
twirling, twisting, dancing, racing, 
leaping, skipping, jumping, 
pirouetting, bouncing, bounding, 
prancing, springing, swaying, 
flouncing. 

include the verb ‘waiting’ – e.g. 
waiting patiently; waiting for her; 
waiting on the playground; waiting 
in the cold; waiting through the 
seasons; waiting by himself; waiting 
and watching; always waiting. 

pearly, bright, illuminating, golden, 
shiny, magical, glimmering, 
shimmering. 

Activities 

Construct a sentence with 
alliterative action pairs, e.g. 
bouncing and bounding. 
 
Teacher model: 
Jasmine came out of school 
springing and spiralling, prancing 
and pirouetting, jigging and 
jumping. 

Build three sentences based around 
the verb ‘waiting’ to establish 
repetition for effect. 
 
Teacher model: 
Dad was waiting. Dad was always 
waiting. Dad was waiting in the cold 
by himself. 

Create a positive ‘star’ simile. 
 
Teacher model: 
He thought his daughter was like a 
bright, glowing star shimmering in 
the night sky 
 
  

Resources 
My Christmas Star advert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74 
(up to 0:12 seconds) 

 
 

Wednesday: Plot Point 2 – On the phone, again! 

Teaching points 

  
Contractions 
Watch the video clip of Matilda 
being ignored by her mum. 
Gather a bank of contractions – e.g. 
can’t, isn’t, I’ve, it’ll. 
Watch the video clip again up to 
0:12 seconds. 
Explore Jasmine’s inner thoughts as 

she hands her dad the flyer (using 

contractions) – It’s the chance I’ve 

been waiting for; I can’t wait for you 

to be there; It’ll be the best night of 

my life. 

  
Questions 
List a bank of question openers – 
e.g. who, why, what, will, could, are. 
Discuss questions that Jasmine 

might ask her Dad after he answers 

the work call – Are you listening to 

me? Can I go, Dad? Why are you 

always on the phone? Do you think I 

could win it? 

  
Adverbs 
Gather a bank of negative adverbs 
for ‘how’ Jasmine shrugs her 
shoulders – disappointedly, 
frustratedly, defeatedly, dejectedly, 
sadly, sorrowfully. 
 

Activities 

Write an inner thought from 
Jasmine, using a contraction. 
 
Teacher model:  
As she handed him the flyer for the 
talent contest, she thought, ‘Dad, 

isn’t this great? 

Include two questions she asks her 
dad. 
Provided sentences: Ring! Ring! 
Ring! It was work calling him again.  
 
Teacher model: 
“Are you listening to me? Can I go, 
Dad?” she begged. 

Choose a negative adverb to show 
how Jasmine feels about being 
ignored. 
 
Teacher model:  
As he turned away to take the call, 
Jasmine shrugged her shoulders 
disappointedly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74


Resources 

Matilda video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wprjD9Xdlw 
My Christmas Star advert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74 
(up to 0:12 seconds) 
 

Thursday: Plot Point 3 – Household Chores and A Slammed Door 

Teaching points 

  
Repetition for effect 
What do grown-ups do all day? 
Explore jobs. Explore the hypothesis 
'children have more time than 
adults'. Is this true? 
Watch the Christmas advert (to 
0:52) and focus on what Dad is 
doing. 
Gather a bank of feelings for a 
‘stressed’ adult – pressured, 
emotional, tired, worn out, 
overworked, exhausted, distracted, 
strained. 

 
Verbs 
Collect a list of jobs that Dad has to 
do – e.g. fixing, cooking, washing 
up, ironing, working, calling, 
cleaning, decorating. 

 

 
Onomatopoeia 
Gather onomatopoeic words for the 
slamming of the door – crash, bang, 
clang, smash, boom. 
Explore synonyms for the 
‘brightness’ of a star – twinkle, 
shine, glow, sparkle, glimmer, 
brilliance. 

Activities 

Describe how Dad was feeling, using 
repetition for effect. 
 
Teacher model: 
Over the next few days, Dad 
seemed more tired, more stressed, 
more pressured. 

List three of the jobs Dad was doing, 
using verbs and a comma in the 
correct place. 
 
Teacher model: 
He was busy shopping for food, 
fixing the car and ironing the 
clothes. 

Open with an onomatopoeic word 
and include a synonym for 
‘brightness’. 
 
Teacher model: 
Crash! Jasmine slammed her 
bedroom door. Dad thought his 
little star was losing her brightness. 

Resources 
My Christmas Star advert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74 
(up to 0:52 seconds) 

 

Friday: Plot Point 4 - Practicing 

Teaching points 

 
Musical language 
Watch a video clip from series 
‘Britain’s Got Talent’ auditions so 
you get an idea what entering a 
talent show might be like (watch up 
to 4:07). 
Watch the Christmas advert (up to 
0:52) again, focussing on what 
Jasmine is doing. 
Share a bank of musical vocabulary 

– e.g. chime, orchestra, sound, tune, 

choir, rhapsody, harmony, chord, 

melody, echo, symphony, ensemble, 

arrangement, composition, repeat, 

chorus, beat, pitch, rhythm. 

 
Repetition 
Explore phrases that describe 

Jasmine’s dedication to ‘practising’ 

– e.g. practising daily; practising 

every minute; practising non-stop; 

practising and performing 

everywhere; practising inside and 

outside. 

 
Feelings 
Gather a bank of ‘feelings’ for 

Jasmine at this point in the story – 

unloved, left out, frustrated, 

exhausted, lonely, unhappy, sad, 

ignored, bored, alone, invisible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wprjD9Xdlw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74


Activities 

Write three sentences using musical 
language. 
Provided sentence: Jasmine 
continued to dance to her favourite 
song.  
 
Teacher model: 
The melody made her move. The 
chorus inspired some cool 
choreography. The harmony held 
her in a routine. 

Use the word ‘practising’ in a 
repetitive structure. 
 
Teacher model: 
Jasmine was practising. Jasmine was 
always practising. Jasmine was 
practising wherever she went. 

Explain how Jasmine felt while she 
was practising (Deepen the moment 
by adding more feelings). 
 
Teacher model: 
Jasmine felt ignored. 

 

Resources 
Britain’s Got Talent video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjGyc_X4cNg 
(up to 4:07 minutes) 
My Christmas Star advert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74 
(up to 0:52 seconds) 

 
F A N T A S T I C 

         

Feeling Asking Noticing Touch Action Smelling Taste Imagining Checking 

G R A M M A R I S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Adverbs/ 
Adverbial 
Phrases 

Basics 
Complex 
Sentences 

Dialogue/ 
Contracted 

Forms 
Purpose Paragraphs 

Passive/ 
Active 
Voice 

Past and 
Present 
Tense 

Punctuation 

B O O M T A S T I C S 
 
 
 

        

Onomatopoeia Alliteration Rhyme Repetition Simile Metaphor 
Pathetic 
Fallacy Pun Personification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjGyc_X4cNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PstSiTCk74


MATHS 
Week commencing: 7.11.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Division 

 

Monday 

Teaching points 
This week, we are going to be looking at division. Last week, when we worked on multiplication, we looked at the 
number of groups and the number of items within that group. We are going to link these two ideas to show that 
division is finding the number of items in each group. Using 42 cubes, model to children dividing 42 by 6.  
How many cubes are there in each group? 
42 ÷ 6 = 7 because there are 7 cubes in each group. Relate this to multiplication – 6 x 7 = 42 so 42 ÷ 6 = 7 
Divide 48 marbles into 8 equal groups. How many marbles are there in each group? Using 42 objects (blocks, cubes, 
pieces of pasta), share 48 equally into 8 equal groups. Relate this to the multiplication – 8 x 6 = 48 so 48 ÷ 6 = 8 
Repeat sharing objects for the calculation below. Continue to link to the multiplication question e.g. number of 
groups x number in the group. Children may find they can used the multiplication to solve the problem rather than 
sharing but use the items to support their work.  

1. Divide 35 cubes into 7 equal groups. 
How many cubes are there in each group? 

2. Divide 72 beads into 8 equal groups. 
How many beads are there in each group? 

Activity 
Complete the activities below. Children may use items to share if they feel this will support their work. They may 
also use their multiplication tables to see how many are in each group. 

1. Look at the multiplication sentences. Write two division sentences.  
E.g. 6 x 7 = 42  
42 ÷ 6 = 7 
42 ÷ 7 = 6 
a) 9 x 5 = 45 
b) 7 x 9 = 63 
c) 8 x 6 = 48 

2. Use multiplication and complete the division sentences. 
6 x ___ = 42 so 42 ÷ 6 =  
7 x ___ = 49 so 49 ÷ 7 =  
8 x ___ = 48 so 48 ÷ 8 =  
9 x ___ = 45 so 45 ÷ 9 = 

3. Mr Davies fits 9 lorries with 54 wheels. 
Each lorry has the same number of wheels. 
How many wheels does each lorry have? 

Resources 

 



 

Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Today, we are going to be completing our maths assessment so will not have a formal maths lesson. Use this time 
to practice your times tables focussing on the 6, 7, 8 and 9 times tables.  
 

Activity 
 
 

Resources 
 

 

Wednesday 

Teaching points 
Today, we will be continuing our work on division. Last lesson, we looked at the number within the group – today we 
are going to look at how many groups can be made.  
For example: divide 56 stars into equal groups. 
There are 8 stars in each group. How many groups are there? 

 
Emphasise to children to think of the multiplication – 7 x 8 = 56 so 56 ÷ 8 = 7 
Practice using the examples below. Children may use concrete examples like counters, cubes, beads, buttons; pasta 
shapes etc. to support their division.  

1. Divide 54 buttons into equal groups.  
There are 6 buttons in each group. 
How many groups are there? 

2. Divide 64 photos into some frames.  
Each frame has 8 photos.  
How many frames are there? 

Activity 
Use your multiplication tables and counters/beads etc. if needed to find the answers to the questions below. 

1. ___ x 9 = 45 
45 ÷ 9 = ___ 

2. ___ x 7 = 63 
63 ÷ 7 = ___ 

3. 6 x ___ = 54 
54 ÷ 6 =  

4. 8 x ___ = 56 
56 ÷ 8 = ___ 



Divide. 
1. 21 ÷ 7 =  
2. 36 ÷ 9 = 
3. 72 ÷ 8 =  
4. 42 ÷ 7 =  

Now try this: 
1. A baker makes 30 cakes.  

He puts 6 cakes in each box.  
How many boxes does he use? 

2. A fish tank can hold 8 litres of water. 
How many tanks are needed to hold 64 litres of water? 

3. Omar puts 36 marbles away into bags.  
Each bag had 9 marbles. 
How many bags are there? 

 

Resources 
See above for multiplication square.  
 
 

Thursday 

Teaching points 
Read this problem together:  
I think of a number. 
When I multiply the number by 9, the answer is 72. 
What number am I thinking of? 
Demonstrate to your child “working backwards.” This is where we begin at the end of the problem and use the inverse 
operation. In this case, because we have multiplied, we need to divide to find the original number. Ask your child, 
what is the inverse of multiplication? Divide! This is what we need to use to solve this problem. 72 ÷9 – 8 
The number I am thinking of must be 8.  
Try this one together: I think of two numbers.  
When I multiply each of these numbers by 8, the answers are smaller than 60 but greater than 45. 
What are these numbers?  
Work backwards to find the answer by dividing to find 6 and 7. 

Activity 
Complete Challenging Practice sheet below.  



 
Resources 
See above 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday 

Teaching points 

Revisit working backwards. Remember, we need to use the inverse so if the number is multiplied, we need to 
divide.  
Read and solve the problems below together: 

1. I think of a number. 
When I multiply the number by 8, I get 40. 
What number am I thinking of? 

2. I think of a number. 
When I multiply the number by 7, I get 21. 
What number am I thinking of? 

3. I think of a number. 
When I divide it by 8, I get 6. 
What number am I thinking of? 

4. I think of a number. 
When I divide it by 6, I get 9. 
What number am I thinking of? 

Activity 
Complete Problem Solving below using the working backwards method.  

 
 

Number Tens digit Ones digit Check 

12 1 2 X 
    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Resources 
  

 

 



Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Religious Education 

Teaching points 

The third Sunday of Advent is called ‘Gaudete Sunday’, Gaudete is a Latin word for Rejoice. It is meant to be a 
break about midway through the season of Advent.  It encourages and reminds people of the nearness of Jesus’ 
coming.  The whole season of Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for Christmas, as well as 
remembering that Jesus will come again at the end of the world, as he promised. 
 
On Gaudete Sunday, you will often hear the word Rejoice.  Read Paul’s letter to the Philippians which is 
sometimes used on this Sunday Philippians 4: 4-9 (see resources). 
Based on Paul’s letter and that we should rejoice in the anticipation of the coming of Jesus, we will look at 
another symbol Christians use to help them prepare - The Christingle. 
This is in preparation for our whole school ‘Christingle’ procession tomorrow. 

 

Activities 

Research Christingle: who started it, what does it mean, why is it celebrated at Christmas. Make a list of what you 
would need to make one, including instructions (use the link in resources). 
Children to write a poster about Christingle, explaining who started it, what does it mean, why is it celebrated at 
Christmas, the reason for each of the symbols and instructions for making one. You may wish to draw an example 
of one and label (see example). 
Then answer the following question:  

 How does this help us rejoice like Paul would like us to?  

 

Resources 
What is a Christingle: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-
events/christingle/what-is-christingle 
Christingle example poster: 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/what-is-christingle
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/what-is-christingle


Science 

Teaching points 

Ask children to read the following words – evaporation, condensation. What do each of these words mean? 
This week in class, we will be looking at the water cycle and how this used evaporation, condensation and 
precipitation to follow the journey of water from rivers and lakes and back again.  
Watch the following videos to explain the main points of the water cycle: 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-water-
cycle/zbcmxyc#:~:text=The%20water%20cycle%20is%20the,This%20process%20is%20called%20evaporation. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39 
 
Children should be able to explain what happens during these processes: evaporation, condensation, precipitation 
and run off.  

Activities 

Children to use the template below the create their own water cycle flip book. They need to draw an image to show 
Precipitation, Evaporation, Condensation and Run Off, then below each one, explain what happens at each stage.  
 
Then, using a sandwich bag, water and blue food colouring, children need to recreate the water cycle. Start by using a 
sharpie to draw a diagram of the water cycle. They then need to fill the bag ¼ full with water and add a few drops of 
food colouring to turn it blue. Seal the bag then stick it using tape/blue tack to a window that gets some sun. This 
should demonstrate to the children the water cycle in action. See the picture in resources for diagram of final bag.  

Resources 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-water-cycle/zbcmxyc#:~:text=The%20water%20cycle%20is%20the,This%20process%20is%20called%20evaporation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-water-cycle/zbcmxyc#:~:text=The%20water%20cycle%20is%20the,This%20process%20is%20called%20evaporation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39


 
  
 
 
 



 



 

History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

Our artwork in this topic is going to focus on the sculpture of Anthony Gormley – a very famous artist who is 
responsible for one of the most striking pieces of art in our local area – the Angel of the North.   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43071546 

Share video celebrating 20 years of the Angel of the North. Built in 1998 on the site of a former coal mine, it is next to the A1 

motorway and is seen by one person every second. Its body is 20 metres which is as long as 4 double decker buses with wing 

spanning 54 metres – even if you turned it on its side, it would be taller than the Statue of Liberty. The total cost was £800,000 

and it has won a number of awards, although many people in the North East weren’t sure it should have been built.  

 

   

Activities 

Main task  
1: Model shading by creating a shade bar at the top of the page. Children begin by pressing down hard as the 
colour then progressively getting lighter as they move across the page. This is children’s chance to experiment 
with how hard or soft they press a pencil to create a particular shade. Create black and white sketches of the 
Angel of the North  
2: Focus on the Angel of the North – what do we think it is made from? –  take rubbings of different textures from 
around the house. Use a crayon and bits of paper to rest against a texture (such as a brick) and rub over the paper 
with the crayon so the texture is on the paper. Find three other examples of different textures around the home.  
3: Artist study – Anthony Gormley – appraise work, what do you like/dislike? What questions do you 
have?  Research his other works – what can you find out about this artist? 

4: Recreate sketches of the Angel of the North using the pictures above. Use what you have learnt above shading 
and textures to create an accurate drawing.    

Resources 

See activities 
 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43071546


SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group:  4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 
 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the prefix re- 

Monday 
Teaching 
Begin by testing the children on the following 6 spellings. Each spelling comes from a previous week and 
allows the children to recap what they have learnt. 

a) Magician 
b) Possible 
c) Woman 
d) Mathematician 
e) Difficult 
f) ordinary 

Now, read the information below – it is a transcript of a video we will be watching in class. When reading 
“my turn, your turn”, say the word and ask your child to repeat it. Complete the dots and dashes activity, 
adding a dot below each single sound and a dash below any letters that made a sound together and a 
dash between split diagraphs (letters which make a sound together but are separate e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, 
u-e. 
Activity 
Hello, Star Spellers. I’m exhausted! Last night’s zoneball cup match went into extra time because 
neither team had scored. We played on... and on... and on... but still no score, and so we will have  
to replay the match. That means playing the match again of course. I hope one team scores or we  
will have to replay the replay... 
 
I’m not too tired to work on spellings with you all, though. The clue to today’s spellings is in the 
word replay. Yes – we are going to be looking at another prefix. 
 
I’m sure you can remember what a prefix is but let’s recap and refresh our memories. 
A prefix is...  
Turn to your partner and finish the sentence. 
Your teacher will choose two children to feed back. 

 
Prefixes are little groups of letters that we can add to the front of a word to change its 
meaning. Well done if you got it right. 
Today we are looking at the prefix r-e-, re.  

 
Let's do My turn/Your turn and say these words: 
do     redo          
write     rewrite          
play    replay        
build     rebuild                  
arrange       rearrange 
appear      reappear 

 
So can you remember or work out what the prefix re- means? 
Turn to your partner and tell them. 
Your teacher will choose two children to feed back.  
The answer is that 're' means ‘again’ or ‘for a second time’. Well done if you got it right! 

 



Did you notice that we could just add the prefix re-? There were no letters to swap, double or 
drop. Phew! That’s easy. 
Let’s look at some more words with the prefix re-: 

Prefixes are great! Look at this root word:  
connect 
I could add the prefix d-i-s-, dis: 
disconnect 
Or I could add our new prefix re- to make the word: 
reconnect 

 
Don’t forget that we can also add a suffix to a word that has 
a prefix. 

 
It’s fun building words, isn’t it? Just think – now we could add a prefix and a suffix to a root word!  
 
Let's do My turn/Your turn. I'll say the words first, then you say them: 
connect           reconnect            reconnecting     
appear            reappear              reappeared       
place               replace                  replaces 
arrange           rearrange            rearrangement 

 
Well done. See you next time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

root word prefix re- 
+ root word 

heat reheat 

connect   reconnect 

cycle   recyle 

decorate redecorate 

new renew 

place replace 



 

Spelling rule this week: 
Adding the prefix re- 

Tuesday 
Teaching 
Revisit the spelling rule covered yesterday – can your child remember the rule without checking their 
work?  
Complete the word changers activity below by adding the suffix –ion to the root word. If you get stuck, 
look at the example (re + write = rewrite) 
Activity 

  

  



  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the prefix re- 

Wednesday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule being covered in the activities this week. It may be helpful to re-read the information provided. 
Look at the words at the top of each group of sentences and check you understand the meaning of each word. 
Read each sentence below and find the correct missing word from the choices below. Once you have chosen your 
word, re-read the sentence carefully. Check the word you have chosen makes sense. 

Activity 

  

 

 

  



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the suffix – ian to root words 

Thursday 
Teaching 
Recap the information covered this week. Can your child remember the spelling rule?  Look at the words below. 
Choose ten and sort from most difficult to easy. Ask your child to explain why one is difficult/easier than others. 
Shuffle the words they have chosen. Read the word aloud to your child and ask them to write it down. Look at the 
spelling and mark the answer. Correct it if it is spelt incorrectly. Once you have practiced each word, sort your 
spellings again from most difficult to easiest. 

Activity 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule this week:  
 

Adding the prefix re- 

Friday 
Teaching 
Recap the rule covered – you may want to re-read the video transcript and look at the words from choose the right 
word.  
Using the words covered yesterday, choose one of the activities from the spelling menu  below and complete for 
each word.    

Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TIMES TABLE PRACTICE 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 4 Teacher: Mrs Benson 

 

Learning focus: Multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 

 

Weekly activity 

Teaching points 
 In preparation for our multiplication check, children should be practicing their times tables daily on times table 
rock stars.  
At the beginning of the week, complete the multiplication grid below. Children should be set a 5 minute timer to 
complete these grids. Mark together and count up your score. 
Each day, they should spend 10 minutes practicing on times table rock stars. This could be garage games, sound 
check or studio games. Remember, garage will test the tables covered in class, studio will test your speed and 
sound check will mimic the table check.  
At the end of the week, complete the second multiplication grid again with a 5 minute timer. Mark together and 
count up your score. Find the difference between the numbers to see how much you have improved over the week. 

Activity 

 Day 1: complete the first multiplication grid in 5 minutes. 

 Day 1-4 : play 10 minutes of Times Table Rock Stars. 

 Day 5: complete  the second multiplication grid in 5 minutes and see how you have improved.  

Resources 

 

 
 


