
READING 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Monday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching points 

  
Introduce the text ‘The Pig’s knickers’ and ask your child if they think this is going to be a real life story. Look at the 
title and discuss what information the title can give. Predict what the story will be about from the title. Read the 
text together and reflect on predictions.  

Questions 

 
Feeling 
 

 
Inference 

How do you think pig felt at the beginning of the story? 
Choose one 
Angry 
Excited 
Happy 
Sad 
 
Why did Pig feel this way? 

 
Language 

Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Look at me...’ 
Find and copy one word that means the same as sadly. 

 
Trawling for 
evidence 

Who do you think the polka dot knickers belonged to? 

 

Resources  The Pigs Knickers 
 

 

Tuesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching points 
Read the story title ‘Uncle Gobb’  How is an uncle related to someone?  Read the story together and talk about 
tricky vocabulary and what it means.  

Questions 

 
Feeling 

 
Inference 

Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Malcolm was crouching..’  
How do you think Malcolm felt when he saw what Uncle Gobb was doing? 
Angry 
Surprised 
Happy 
frightened 
 
Why did he feel this way? 

 
Language 

Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Michael was crouching...’ 
Tick one word that means the same as crouching 
Bending 
Sitting 
Lying 
standing 
 

 
Trawling for 
evidence 

Which two things did uncle Gobb use to shine his face? 

 



Resources Uncle Gobb 
 

 

Wednesday – Book Talk – supported  

Reading Lens 

Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 

You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 

Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages aloud.  
Stop after the second page and talk 
about what has happened so far in 
the book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Help your child to find evidence of 
actions  in the story. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page four and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character is … 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the text of the character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page six and talk about what 
might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I  think…….will happen next 
because… 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the story to support their prediction. 

Resources – Home Reading Book 
 

 
 
 

Thursday – Book Talk – independent 

Reading Lens 

Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 
You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 

Continue reading your book from 
yesterday read the next two pages 
aloud. 
Stop after page eight and talk about 
what has happened so far in the 
book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence of actions in the story 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page ten and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The character ______ is … 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the text of a character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page twelve and talk about 
what might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I  think…….will happen next 
because… 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the story to support 
their prediction independently. 

Resources 
 

 

Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 
Ask your child choose a book from home, it may be a story book, a poetry book, a non-fiction book, a comic or a 
magazine. Enjoy sharing their chosen book.  

Activity 



When your child is reading the text ask them the meanings of certain words and ask questions about what is 
happening in the text. When they have read for at least 20 minutes then ask your child to complete the book 
review below. 

Resources  Book review 
 

 

 

  



WRITING 
Week commencing:  7.12.20 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/ AB 

 

Text for the week:  The Street beneath my feet – Explanation text. 

 

Monday   
Teaching points 

   

Activities 
   

Resources 
 

 

Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Gather a sparkle word bank 
e.g. glitter, glint, glisten, 
twinkle, flicker, flash, blink, 

wink, shimmer, dance, shine, gleam, 
glow, dazzle, spark. • Gather a bank 
of positive impression words e.g. 
amaze, astound, hypnotise, 
astonish, bewilder, stun. • 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=jjCEWkCiZ9M  
Gather a bank of minerals that can 
be found underground e.g. gold, 
diamond, copper, agate, crystal, 
quartz. 
Teacher model: In the igneous rock 
layer there are beautiful minerals. 
Gold glistens. Diamonds dazzle. 
Amethyst amaze. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clip
s/z73b4wx  
Provide four facts about Victorian 
children and coal mines.  
1. Up until 1842, children under the 
age of 10 worked in coal mines. 
 2. So much coal was used in the 
Victorian era, more workers were 
required which meant children were 
used.  
3. Children worked for 12 hours a 
day down the mine.  
 4. Some children worked as 
trappers who operated air doors to 
ventilate the poison gasses out of 
the mine.  
• Gather a bank of negative 
language e.g. dark, dangerous, 
poisonous, treacherous, dingy, 
cramped, uncomfortable 
Teacher model: You might have 
even found years ago a small 5 year 
old child working down the 
dangerous mines as coal was the 
main source of power. 

 
 
Freeze frame  a Victorian child at 
work down the mine. • On a large 
thinking bubble, write  the inner 
thought of the poor child e.g. “what 
a very, very long day.” “I am so 
hungry.” “I need a bath.” “My hands 
hurt.” 
Teacher model: “I am so scared and 
dirty.” 

Activities 



Pupils to introduce the 
beautiful minerals that can 
be found underground and 

include three short positive 
sentences as modelled above. 

Pupils to choose their 
favourite fact and introduce 
it with the phrase “you 

might…” 

 
 
Pupils to insert inner thought 
bubble into their explanation about 
real life character’s thoughts. 

Resources   
 

 

Wednesday  

Teaching points 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=h_lcZcBcQ0o 
Gather a bank of chatting style 
imperative verb phrases e.g. cling 
on carefully…watch yourself… 
buckle up…mind how you go… hang 
on to your hat… grab onto 
something…  
• Gather a bank of hot synonyms 
e.g. hot, fiery, steaming, boiling, 
blistering 
Teacher model: Hold on tight, things 
are about to get hot! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/top
ics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc 
 
Gather a bank of relevant nouns e.g. 
lava, magma, red, hot, earth, crust. 
• Gather a bank of relevant verbs 
ending in ‘ing’ e.g. breaking, 
shattering, shaking, quaking, 
rumbling, moving, exploding, 
penetrating. 
Teacher model: Down here you will 
find lava rumbling, magma 
exploding, the earth shattering 

Gather a bank of bold and strong 
finale suggestions e.g. what an 
exciting earth shattering journey! 
What a deep exploration of rocks 
and soils! What a fascinating 
adventure! What an incredible 
adventure! How amazing was that 
trip! 
 
Teacher model: What an amazing 
journey to the centre of the earth! 
 

Activities 

Pupils to start a sentence with a 
chatty style phrase and a synonym 
for hot 

Pupils to include a power of three 
noun verb structure as above. 

 

Pupils to finish with a finale 
exclamation sentence! 

Resources –   
 

Thursday  

Teaching points 

Under each section or heading 

make notes about fossils for an 

explanation text you will write next 

week.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/top

ics/z9bbkqt/articles/z2ym2p3 

 

https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/t
op-10-facts-about-fossils/ 
 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/arti
cle/fossil/353144#:~:text=Fossils%20
are%20the%20remains%20or,scienti
sts%20clues%20about%20the%20pa
st.&text=Most%20fossils%20are%20
found%20in,or%20bones%E2%80%9
4of%20living%20things. 
 

 

Activities 

Make notes alonside the heading on 
the sheet to help you write your 
explanation text about fossils. 

  

Resources –  
 



 

 

 

Friday  

Teaching points 
Under each section or heading 

make notes about fossils for an 

explanation text you will write next 

week.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/top

ics/z9bbkqt/articles/z2ym2p3 

http://www.planet-

science.com/categories/under-

11s/our-world/2011/10/what-

makes-fossils.aspx 

 

 

Use the sheets below to help you. 
 

 

Activities 

Make notes alonside the heading on 
the sheet to help you write your 
explanation text about fossils. 
 

  

Resources Sheet below to make notes under the headings 
 

 

 

Learning focus: Volume 

 

Monday 

 
Teaching 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm4bp4j 
Watch the video above that introduces capacity and how to compare the volume of different objects.  
Capacity is the total amount of liquid a container can hold. We can measure capacity in litres (l) and millilitres (ml).  
1 litre = 1000 millilitres 
1 l = 1000 ml 
Volume is the amount of liquid that is in a container. This changes when liquid is poured in or out.  
 
Activities 
1.For this activity you will need to find about five different sized cups from your kitchen.  
2. Place the cups in what you estimate is the order from largest capacity to smallest capacity.  
3. With an adult to supervise you, pour water from the smallest glass to the next largest and so on, to check if your 
order is correct. 
Hint 
If the next cup overflows, what does this mean? 
 
Resources – cups and water 
 

MATHS 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/AB 



 

Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Teaching 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm4bp4j 
Watch the video above that introduces capacity and how to compare the volume of different objects.  
Capacity is the total amount of liquid a container can hold. We can measure capacity in litres (l) and millilitres (ml).  
1 litre = 1000 millilitres 
1 l = 1000 ml 
Volume is the amount of liquid that is in a container. This changes when liquid is poured in or out.  
 
Activity 
     Container Conundrum 
1. For this activity you will need to find a big container and a little container (these could be cups, bottles, jugs or 
bowls). 
2. Estimate how many little containers it would take to fill up the big container.  
3. Check your answer by filling the little container with water then pouring it into the big container – did you guess 
right? 
Remember to ask an adult to help you, you don't want to make a big mess! 
                 
 

Resources 
Containers and water 

 
 
 

Wednesday 

Teaching points 
Look at the unit starter below 
The illustration shows Omar and Millie measuring volumes of water in 4 containers, each with a different shape. 
They want to find out how much water each container can hold.  

• “How can we measure liquid?” 

• “When might we need to measure liquid?” 

• Show pupils the illustration and read the speech bubble together.  
• “How do you think we can find out how much liquid each container can hold?”  

• “Tell me about the picture using the following words:” 
 

 
 
 

• Ask pupils to estimate how much liquid is in a range of objects, such as an egg cup, a carton of milk, a water 
bottle, a mug. 

• Take estimations from pupils.  

• “How can we find out? Which piece of equipment should we use? Why?”  

o Have a range of different sizes of measuring equipment available.  

• Prepare a number of small plastic cups of an identical size, and a jug of squash.  

•  “Estimate how many glasses we can fill from this squash bottle.”  

• “How could we record this?” 
• “How much water do you drink in a day/week?” 

• Encourage pupils to think of ways that they can explore this and keep track of their results.  

• “Does the amount of water we drink ever change?” 

o Discuss the effects of exercise, hot weather and so on. 

first 

 

second 

 

next 

 
greatest 

 

least 

 

last 

 



• “My jug of squash contains 2 ℓ. Each cup will hold 200ml How many cups could I fill?”  

o Act it out for pupils.  

 

Activity 
As above 

Resources 
Containers water 

Thursday 

Teaching points 
 Talk about the amount of water in each container is called the volume. Show 3 containers of different sizes and fill 
one with some water Mark the level of water on the container. Pour the water into another container. Has the 
volume of the water changed? No. Pour the water back into the first container to check. Now pour it into the third 
container. Has the volume of water changed? How can you check?  
The volume of water remains the same even when it is poured into different containers  

Activity 
Complete activity above with liquid and 3 containers. 
 
Resources – water and 3 different sized containers. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Religious Education 

Teaching points 

Read the stories of the Annunciation (the visit of Gabriel to Mary to tell her of God’s Gift) and the 

Visitation from Mary’s words praising God when she met Elizabeth (see below). These words are also 
remembered in a prayer called ‘The Magnificat’. This is used as part of the Evening Prayer of the Church 
all over the world each day. Both these stories form the first two decades of the Joyful Mysteries of the 

Rosary, which focus on the importance of these visits. 
 

Activities 

Friday 

Teaching –  
Fill up two identical bottles with the same amount of liquid. Explain that the two bottles have the same volume of 
liquid. How can we find out if it is the same? Discuss using a measuring cylinder.  
Discuss the  questions on page 82 of the textbook. 
 

Activity 
You will need 5 identical glasses. Pour different amounts of water into each glass. Arrange the glasses in order. 
Begin with the smallest volume of water. Draw the glasses on paper to show the order.  

Resources 
5 identical cups, water 



- Imagine that you are Mary. Write a diary entry for the end of the day when Gabriel came to visit with 
the special news from God or when you went to visit your cousin Elizabeth and how you felt about the 
greeting you received 
 

Resources: story below 
 

 
 
 

Science 

Teaching points 
Watch this clip about magnets 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zcntsbk 

How do magnets help in a scrapyard? A car is made up of many different materials. When a car is 
scrapped, the different types of metals need to be sorted. A huge rotating magnet is used to sort the 

magnetic materials from the non-magnetic materials. Separating the materials allows them to be reused. 

Activities 

 

In this activity learners will draw a maze layout 
on a plastic bottle and use a magnet to guide objects, such as a 1p coin, around the maze. They will learn 
about how magnets attract certain materials 
Resources –   
Magnet, bottle, penny 
 
 
 

 
 

History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 

Talk about where most volcanoes are located.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDy28QtdYJY&list=PL-
Im094AFl2SMWHMY7ZVVDSDKcGCa1e0c&index=23  
Many volcanoes can be found in Iceland and Hawaii and the ring of fire. Talk about active, 
dormant and extinct volcanoes. Active volcanoes might erupt, dormant volcanoes is an active 
volcano that is not erupting but may do so and extinct volcanoes has not erupted for 
thousands of years. 

Activity 
 
Why do people live near volcanoes? Discuss reasons for and against using the cards to aid. Stick the cards on the for 
and against sheets below. 
 
Resources 
 
For and against cards 
For and against sheets 



 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 7.12.20 Year group: 3 Class: AB/ CG 
 

Spelling rule this week:       Suffix - less 

Monday 
Teaching 
Hello, Earthlings. Did you know that some people think that we don’t have clouds here in space? 

Well, we don’t have the same kind of clouds as you do. Yours are 

made of water droplets while ours are made up of dust and gases 

but we are certainly not cloudless. 

  

 Oh – did you hear what I did to the root word ‘cloud’? I added the suffix -l-e-s-s, less (which 

means without) to make a new word cloudless. 

  

We can add the suffix -less to other root words. 

  

Play My turn/Your turn to say the root, the suffix and then the new word. 

thank  thankless 

hope  hopeless 

fear  fearless 

care  careless 

  

We don’t have to swap, double or drop any letters when we add the suffix -less. Here is the 

rule: 

If a suffix starts with a consonant letter (-less), it is almost always just added straight on to a root 

word. No changes are made to the root word. 

  

Well, I hope you will be fearless in practising your spelling skills. Until next time, goodbye!  

 

Activity 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Spelling rule this week:        suffix -less 

Tuesday 

Teaching 
 Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week.   
A root word is a basic word with no prefix or suffix added to it (a prefix is a string of letters that go at the start 
of a word; a suffix is a string of letters that go at the end of a word). Look at the table below and write in the 
root word for each of the words listed.  

Activity 

 

Spelling rule this week:         suffix less 
 

 

Wednesday 

Teaching 
Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week.   
Read each sentence below and find the correct word that fits into the gap. Read all the sentences before making 
a final decision.  
 

Activity 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling rule this week:        Suffix -less 
 

 

Thursday 
Teaching 
Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week. Explain the spelling rule to somebody at 
home.   

Use the spelling cards below to test yourself with the spelling rule. Sort the words into hardest to spell on the 
bottom of the pile and easiest to spell on the top. Then ask someone at home to read out the spelling and you 
write it down. Look at the spelling and mark your answer. Correct it if you have spelt it incorrectly 

Activity 

 

Spelling rule this week:        
Tricky words – decide   earth   caught   recent   special      length  

 
Friday 
Teaching 

These are tricky words that do not follow a rule. Practise spelling these words at home. You can try writing them 
in different coloured pens or pencils, pyramid spellings, make a word search or using mnemonics 

Activity 

s 

s l 

s l i  

s l i p 



 

The Pig’s Knickers by Jonathan Emmett  

It was a beautiful spring day on Hilltop Farm and all of the animals were out enjoying the sunshine. All of the animals 

except Pig, who was feeling sorry for himself. Look at me, Pig thought, gazing glumly at his reflection, I’m so drab and 

dull. If only I looked a little more special.  

As Pig stood there, a gust of wind blew across the hilltop and pulled a pair of polka-dot knickers from the farmer’s 

washing line. The wind carried the knickers across the farmyard and dropped them onto Pig’s head. Pig grunt ed and 

was about to toss the knickers away, when he had an idea. They’re rather special, he thought, and not drab and dull. 

I think I should try them on.  

Pig wasn’t sure how to wear the knickers at first … and even after he’d worked it out … he still had trouble getting 

into them … but once they were on, he was tremendously pleased with them! “They’re just my size,” he declared, 

“and the perfect colour for me. 

 

 

 

 

Uncle Gobb Michael Rosen  

Now, everyone knew that Uncle Gobb had a shiny face. And just to be clear, it’s perfectly OK for people to have shiny 

faces. And it’s perfectly OK for people to shine their shiny faces. The thing is, Malcolm had never ever seen anyone 

shine their face before.  

This is what happened:  

Malcolm was crouching down looking through the keyhole. He saw Uncle Gobb take a piece of cloth in his right 

hand; in his left hand he took some stuff to make windows shiny. He squirted the shiny stuff into the cloth, took the 

cloth up to his face and started shining.  

Round and round and round, over his cheeks, his chin, his forehead till it was all very, very shiny. When he was 

finished, Uncle Gobb looked in the mirror and said, “Hey, Gobby, you’re looking good today.”  

Malcolm stared. Well, it was one-eye staring because the keyhole wasn’t big enough for him to do a full two-eye 

stare 
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Topic 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Overarching information –  

What are fossils?  

 

 
Where, what, which and labelled diagram. 

Why are they important? 

Diagram of a fossil 

 
Where, what, which and joke 

Dinosaurs and fossils 

Dinosaur jokes 

 
Where , what , which and dialogue 

How is a fossil made?  

What might a fossil say? 

 
Where, what, finds and photograph 

Where can you find fossils? 

 

Photograph and caption. 

Where, what and dialogue 

Types of fossils 

 

What would a palaeontologist say? 

 
Finale and finish 

Did you know fact? 

 

Ending… what an incredible journey, what a fascinating 

read, 

 


