
READING 
Week commencing: 4,1,21 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Monday – Cracking Comprehension 
Teaching points 

  
Read Fantastic Mr Fox extract below and talk about any vocabulary you do not understand. Have you read any 
books by Roald Dahl? What do you think of the Farmers after reading the text?  

Questions 

noticing 

Why was Boggis so fat? 

language 

 
Why do you think Bunce always had a “beastly temper” (paragraph 2)? 
 

inference 

Which word tells you that mashed liver paté is unpleasant? 
 

 

Resources  - Fantastic Mr Fox.  
 

 
Tuesday – Cracking Comprehension 

Teaching points 
Read the text below –Who’s a clever girl then? Have you heard of this phrase before? What does it mean? Talk 
about any vocabulary that you don’t understand and discuss.  

 
 

noticing 

Find and copy two things we learn about the girl in the first two sentences. 

language 

“We have rare adventures, don’t we, lads?” boasted Jake (paragraph 5). Which word  is 
closest in meaning to “rare” in this sentence? 
Valuable    not well cooked     extraordinary      few 
 

inference 

What do you think the little girl thought when she saw the four strange men? 
 

 

Resources  Who’s a clever girl then? 
 

 
Wednesday – Book Talk – supported   

Reading Lens 

Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 
You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 



Choose a reading book from home 
and read the first two pages aloud.  
Stop after the second page and talk 
about what has happened so far in 
the book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Help your child to find evidence of 
actions  in the story. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page four and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The main character is … 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the text of the character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page six and talk about what 
might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I think…….will happen next because… 
Help your child to find evidence in 
the story to support their prediction. 

Resources – Home Reading Book 
 

 
 
 
Thursday – Book Talk – independent 

Reading Lens 

Action 
You are looking for things that 
happen in the story.  

Character 
You are thinking about the main 
character / characters 

Predict 
What will happen next? 

Activities 
Continue reading your book from 
yesterday read the next two pages 
aloud. 
Stop after page eight and talk about 
what has happened so far in the 
book thinking about the action. 
 
Write and complete this sentence:  
The actions in the story are…. 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence of actions in the story 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page ten and talk about the 
characters in the book. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
The character ______ is … 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the text of a character’s 
personality e.g happy, upset 
independently. 

Read the next two pages aloud. Stop 
after page twelve and talk about 
what might happen next. 
 
Write and complete this sentence: 
I think…….will happen next because… 
Encourage your child to find 
evidence in the story to support 
their prediction independently. 

Resources 
 

 
Friday – home reader  

Teaching points 
Ask your child choose a book from home, it may be a story book, a poetry book, a non-fiction book, a comic or a 
magazine. Enjoy sharing their chosen book.  

Activity 
When your child is reading the text ask them the meanings of certain words and ask questions about what is 
happening in the text. When they have read for at least 20 minutes then ask your child to complete the book 
review below. 
Resources  Book review 
 

 
 



  



WRITING 
Week commencing:  4.1.21 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/ AB 

 

Text for the week:  Autumn is here – Poetry Unit – Independent write – Winter is here.  

 
Monday   

Teaching points 
read the model text and introduce the shapes to the children. Get the children to be able to explain what the 
shapes are and what they mean. 
 • Pupils to re-read the text and place it on a poetry map. 
 • Discuss how the shapes will support them to build their own. 

Activities 
Add shapes to the poem below 
 
Add the shapes to the poetry map. 

Resources = Summer is here poem 
Poetry map 
 

 
Tuesday  

Teaching points 
Pupils to have a cut up text of the model ‘Summer Is Here’ text in an envelope/polly pocket.  
Pupils read the sentences and decide where they belong on our poetry shape. Use this as an opportunity to 
establish the shape clearly and identify important words and vocabulary that give clues to the reader of where 
lines belong 

Activities 
Put the poem back together alongside the shapes. 

Resources   
 

 
Wednesday  

Teaching points 
Watch BBC ‘How Autumn Weather Affects the Behaviour of British Animals and Plants 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/how-autumn-weather-affects-the-behaviourof-british-animals-
and-plants/z6h6nrd 
 

Activities 
List objects found outside: trees, hedgerows, leaves, branches, flowers, plants, window panes, fields, tractor, 
grass, fruit, vegetables, apple, turnip, swede, blackberries, hazelnuts, rose hips, crab, elderberries, hawthorn 
berries, conkers, horse chestnut trees, acorn, mushrooms, fungi, puff balls, pumpkin, beech mast, grey squirrel, 
red squirrel, swallow, hedgehog, mice, voles, wood mouse, birds, crane fly, geese, Red Admirals, butterflies, deer, 
clouds, rain, sunrise, sunset, children, stars, night sky, fireworks 

Resources –   



 
Thursday  

Teaching points 
Show pupils a range of paintings of Autumn on the internet.  
Give pupils paint swatches or find colour swatches online 

Activities 
collect a list of autumn colours: auburn, russet, crimson, amber, syrup, caramel, green, gold, golden, toffee, rust, 
coffee, chocolate, burnt umber, yellow, warm orange, smoke berry, copper, terracotta, golden brown, warm 
apricot, raspberry, pumpkin. 
Collect smells: earthy, sweet, sticky, toffee, rich, chocolatey, sunburnt leaves, caramel, moss, warm, heavy, thick, 
golden brown, deep, smooth, gooey, baked, ripe, creamy. 
 • Collect words for smell: scent, aroma, her perfume, her fragrance. 
 • Collect words to describe how the smells move: drift, float, hover, tickle, flicker, stretch, dance, waft, seep, mix, 
blend, mingle, rise 
Resources –  
 

 
 
 

Friday  
Teaching points 

Show the picture of ‘Lady 
Autumn’ by artist Olha 
Darchuk.  

Explain Autumn as a metaphor of a 
woman. Collect colours for her eyes 
and lips caramel, walnut, umber, 
oak, crimson, rose, cherry, berry, 
currant. 

Collect colour descriptions 
for her hair: umber, 
sunburnt leaves, golden, 

auburn, butter, syrup. •Collect 
words to describe long hair: ripples, 
curls, weaves, plaits, tendrils, braids, 
cascades, flowing, fragrant, 
bounces. • Create metaphors: 
auburn ripples, caramel syrup, 
golden sap. 

Show an image of an exquisite 
throne. Collect descriptive words: 
intricately patterned, delicately 
laced, a field of corn, formed from 
the sweat of the sun, glistening, 
glimmering, cushioned in delicate 
leaves of ruby 

Activities 
Teacher model: Autumn is 
here Her eyes are hazel, a 
smile of crimson dances at 

her lips 
Begin with the pronoun her and 
describe the colour of Autumn’s 
eyes and lips 

Teacher model: Her hair, a 
golden breeze, rippling 
through the trees 

Describe the colour of her hair using 
a metaphor and describe how it 
moves. 

 Teacher model: Her throne 
elaborately weaved of warm 
summer days 
Describe her throne using positive 
adjectives and adverbs 

 
 

 

Learning focus: Volume 

 
Monday 
 

MATHS 
Week commencing: 4.1.21 Year group:  3 Teacher: CG/AB 



Teaching 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm4bp4j 
Watch the video above that introduces capacity and how to compare the volume of different objects. 
Capacity is the total amount of liquid a container can hold. We can measure capacity in litres (l) and millilitres (ml). 
1 litre = 1000 millilitres 
1 l = 1000 ml 
Volume is the amount of liquid that is in a container. This changes when liquid is poured in or out. 
 
Activities 
1.For this activity you will need to find about five different sized cups from your kitchen. 
2. Place the cups in what you estimate is the order from largest capacity to smallest capacity. 
3. With an adult to supervise you, pour water from the smallest glass to the next largest and so on, to check if your 
order is correct. 
Hint 
If the next cup overflows, what does this mean? 
 
Resources – cups and water 
 

 
Tuesday  
Teaching points 
Teaching 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm4bp4j 
Watch the video above that introduces capacity and how to compare the volume of different objects. 
Capacity is the total amount of liquid a container can hold. We can measure capacity in litres (l) and millilitres (ml). 
1 litre = 1000 millilitres 
1 l = 1000 ml 
Volume is the amount of liquid that is in a container. This changes when liquid is poured in or out. 
 
Activity 
     Container Conundrum 
1. For this activity you will need to find a big container and a little container (these could be cups, bottles, jugs or 
bowls). 
2. Estimate how many little containers it would take to fill up the big container. 
3. Check your answer by filling the little container with water then pouring it into the big container – did you guess 
right? 
Remember to ask an adult to help you, you don't want to make a big mess! 
                 
 
Resources 
Containers and water 

 
 
 
Wednesday 
Teaching points 
Look at the unit starter below 
The illustration shows Omar and Millie measuring volumes of water in 4 containers, each with a different shape. 
They want to find out how much water each container can hold.  

 “How can we measure liquid?” 
 “When might we need to measure liquid?” 
 Show pupils the illustration and read the speech bubble together. 
 “How do you think we can find out how much liquid each container can hold?” 
 “Tell me about the picture using the following words:” 

 



 

 
 
 

 Ask pupils to estimate how much liquid is in a range of objects, such as an egg cup, a carton of milk, a water 
bottle, a mug. 

 Take estimations from pupils.  
 “How can we find out? Which piece of equipment should we use? Why?”  

o Have a range of different sizes of measuring equipment available. 

 Prepare a number of small plastic cups of an identical size, and a jug of squash. 
  “Estimate how many glasses we can fill from this squash bottle.”  
 “How could we record this?” 
 “How much water do you drink in a day/week?” 
 Encourage pupils to think of ways that they can explore this and keep track of their results.  
 “Does the amount of water we drink ever change?” 

o Discuss the effects of exercise, hot weather and so on. 

 “My jug of squash contains 2 ℓ. Each cup will hold 200ml How many cups could I fill?” 

o Act it out for pupils.  

 

Activity 
As above 

Resources 
Containers water 
Thursday 
Teaching points 
 Talk about the amount of water in each container is called the volume. Show 3 containers of different sizes and fill 
one with some water Mark the level of water on the container. Pour the water into another container. Has the 
volume of the water changed? No. Pour the water back into the first container to check. Now pour it into the third 
container. Has the volume of water changed? How can you check?  
The volume of water remains the same even when it is poured into different containers 
Activity 
Complete activity above with liquid and 3 containers. 
 
Resources – water and 3 different sized containers. 
 

 

 
 

Friday 
Teaching –  
Fill up two identical bottles with the same amount of liquid. Explain that the two bottles have the same volume of 
liquid. How can we find out if it is the same? Discuss using a measuring cylinder. 
Discuss the  questions on page 82 of the textbook. 
 
Activity 
You will need 5 identical glasses. Pour different amounts of water into each glass. Arrange the glasses in order. Begin 
with the smallest volume of water. Draw the glasses on paper to show the order.  
Resources 
5 identical cups, water 

first second next 

greatest least 

last 



 
 
 

Weekly planner 
Week commencing: 4.1.21 Year group: 3 Teacher: CG/AB 

 

Religious Education 
Teaching points 

Talk about the celebrations during the Christmas holiday.  What events marked this time?  What 
customs does each family have for Christmas and the New Year? Think about the whole year, the school 
terms and the events at school and in the family.  Note Bank Holidays (holidays for all), family birthdays, 
family holidays, seasons and special days e.g. Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Bonfire Night 
and how these are usually celebrated. (This year has been different because of Covid19 restrictions.) 
Think also about the difficult or sad events of the year, seasonal difficulties, the good byes to friends etc. 
Questions to discuss: 
What makes the journey through the year good?  
What makes the journey through a year difficult? Discuss how this year has been more difficult because 
of lockdown etc. 
If you were going on an actual journey, who would you like as a companion?  
How would you travel?  
What would you take with you?   
What would be your reasons for these choices? 

Activities 
Task: Paint the year, using different colours for the seasons, which reflect the mood of that season.  If 
you do not have paint, use coloured pencils, pens or crayons 
Resources:  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Science 

Teaching points 
Watch this clip https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zk9rkqt and discuss attraction and repulsion. If you 
have magnets at home you can see if they attract or repel each other. 
 

Activities 

 
 
 
 

 
 
History/Geography/Art 

Teaching points 
 Show a video of an earthquake. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pm-BZCqRD0 
Discuss the visible effects of the earthquake (furniture shaking, things falling from shelves, buildings and roads 
damaged/destroyed). Demonstrate how the effect of an earthquake lessens as you move further away from the 
epicentre by dropping a pebble into a bowl to create ripples. Eventually, the ripples disappear as they don’t have 
enough energy to travel any further – the same is true of the shock waves that create an earthquake. 
Discuss what children have to do in an earthquake. 



 
Explain that there are different ways to measure how strong an earthquake is. Machines called seismographs 
measure the power of an earthquake at its epicentre on a scale called the Richter scale. Another measure is the 
Mercalli scale, and this is based on people’s observations during an earthquake. 

Activity 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

SPELLING 
 

Week commencing: 4.1.21 Year group: 3 Class: AB/ CG 
 

Spelling rule this week:       Suffix - ment 

Monday 
Teaching 
Hello again. I was almost late today because Gamma and Mu were having an argument about 

whose space buggy was the smartest. They wanted me to be the 
judge! I said I wouldn’t make any judgement until they stopped being 
silly. It took quite a while... 
 

Anyway, the word ‘judgement’ got me thinking about the suffix  
-m-e-n-t, ment, and how it changed the root word ‘judge’. Like this: 

judge  judgement 
Let’s explore more! 

  
When we add a suffix to a root word, we change its meaning.  
We can add the suffix -ment to a verb to make a noun: 
enjoy + ment = enjoyment  
 
All of these root words are verbs: 
 treat  amaze 
 move       enjoy      
 attach      punish        
 judge     replace    
 measure 
   
Let’s play My turn/Your turn to say the words. Repeat after me. After three: one, two, three... Go! 
 treat  amaze 
 move       enjoy      
 attach      punish        
 judge     replace    
 measure 
  

Well done!  
 
Activity 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling rule this week:        suffix -ment 

Tuesday 
Teaching 
 Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week.   
A root word is a basic word with no prefix or suffix added to it (a prefix is a string of letters that go at the start 
of a word; a suffix is a string of letters that go at the end of a word). Look at the table below and write in the 
root word for each of the words listed.  

Activity 

 

Spelling rule this week:         suffix ment 
 

 

Wednesday 
Teaching 
Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week.   
Read each sentence below and find the correct word that fits into the gap. Read all the sentences before making 
a final decision.  
 
Activity 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling rule this week:        Suffix -ment 
 

 

Thursday 
Teaching 
Re-read the information above about your spelling rule this week. Explain the spelling rule to somebody at 
home.   

Use the spelling cards below to test yourself with the spelling rule. Sort the words into hardest to spell on the 
bottom of the pile and easiest to spell on the top. Then ask someone at home to read out the spelling and you 
write it down. Look at the spelling and mark your answer. Correct it if you have spelt it incorrectly 
Activity 

 

Spelling rule this week:        
Tricky words – heard  often   women   regular   special    

 
Friday 
Teaching 

These are tricky words that do not follow a rule. Practise spelling these words at home. You can try writing them 
in different coloured pens or pencils, pyramid spellings, make a word search or using mnemonics 

Activity 

s 

s l 

s l i  

s l i p 



 

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl  

Boggis was a chicken farmer. He kept thousands of chickens. He was enormously fat. This was because he ate three 
boiled chickens smothered with dumplings every day for breakfast, lunch and supper.  

Bunce was a duck-and-goose farmer. He kept thousands of ducks and geese. He was a kind of pot-bellied dwarf. He 
was so short his chin would have been underwater in the shallow end of any swimming-pool in the world. His food 
was doughnuts and goose-livers. He mashed the livers into a disgusting paste and then stuffed the paste into the 
doughnuts. This diet gave him a tummy ache and a beastly temper. 

 Bean was a turkey-and-apple farmer. He kept thousands of turkeys in an orchard full of apple trees. He never ate 
any food at all. Instead, he drank gallons of strong cider which he made from the apples in his orchard. He was as 
thin as a pencil and the cleverest of them all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


