
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to school. We’ve had a busy first week, but Year 4 have tackled it 
with determination and a big smile! We have been so impressed with how well 
they have settled back into school routines. Let’s keep this up. 
 
In this newsletter, there is some important information about life in Year 4. We 
shall discuss our curriculum, uniform and homework.  
 
The government has introduced a statutory Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) at 
the end of Year 4. As a result, this will be a key focus throughout the year. We will 
be adopting different strategies in school to support your child but need your 
help at home. To assist your child, please practise all times tables up to 12 x 12 so 
they can recall them with speed. We will be focusing on a particular times table 
each week. To ensure that children have a solid understanding, please make sure 
they can recall them both in and out of order. Times table knowledge will  
support children in accessing many other areas in maths but more importantly 
provide them with skills they will use in everyday life. 

Starting this term, we have amended our approach to homework to 
take account of research findings, our current school priorities and 

to ensure greater consistency across the school.  
Each week children will be expected to:  

• Read their reading book at least five times per week for a total of 15 minutes (extra 
reading is also  encouraged). Each week if you could record in your child’s reading jour-
nal how many minutes they have read for each day, books read and a brief synopsis. 
Please return to school on their designated day (see journal). 

• Practise all times tables online using Times Table Rock Stars (TTRS) so that they have 
fluent recall by the end of Year 4. Children should practise for a minimum of  30 
minutes per week. Little and often is the key to success! 

• Spellings—we will be sending home a leaflet containing the spelling rules your child 
will be focusing on week by week and the spellings they should know by the time they 
reach the end of year 4. 

 
PE KIT  
Our PE day is Tuesday — all children are expected to do PE unless they have a medical note.  
PE kit is: plain white t-shirt, navy blue shorts or tracksuit pants and trainers/plimsolls. They may 
wear the St Patricks green tracksuit. Children should come into school wearing their PE kit. 
WATER BOTTLE 
We encourage children to drink water throughout the day. Please ensure that their bottle is 
washed daily and refilled with fresh water. Juice is not permitted.  
SNACK 
Children may bring a healthy snack for morning break. Crisps and chocolate are not permitted. 
TIMETABLE 
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Dates for your diaries: 
10th October — Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) meeting at 3:30 pm 
21st October — Autumn reading walk (details to follow) 
24th October — HALF TERM 
14th November — INSET day - school closed to pupils 
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KEY LEARNING CHALLENGE: Stone Age to Iron Age/Maps of the World and Europe 

SUBJECT FOCUS: History 
• Can they explain the difference between scavenging and 

hunting? 
• Can they compare and contrast the settlement at Skara 

Brae with early Mesolithic settlements? 
• Can they explain what sources of evidence are available 

to tell us about the Stone Age? 
• Can they explain how important Bronze Age people 

were buried? 
• Can they describe how artefacts explain the past? 
• Can they create a timeline and provide an overview of 

the changes taking place in this time period? 
 
SECONDARY FOCUS: Art and Design 
 

• Can they create a charcoal cave painting? 

• Can they create a silhouette painting and collage of Stone 
Henge? 

 

SUBJECT FOCUS: Geography 
• Can they name and locate the equator, northern 

and southern hemispheres, the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle? 

• Can they use maps, atlases and globes and digital/
computer mapping to locate countries and de-
scribe features? 

• Can they ask and answer geographical questions 
about the physical and human characteristics of a 
location? 

• Can they name and locate the countries of Europe? 
 
SECONDARY FOCUS: Art and Design 
 
• Can they create a piece of art to represent a famous 

European landmark? 

• Can they sculpt a clay tile of the Angel of the North? 

ENGLISH MATHS QUALITY TEXTS 

 As writers we will be exploring: 
 
Adventure 
Newspaper report 
Poetry 
Sci-Fi 
Performance poetry 
Letter 

As mathematicians we will be studying a range of topics: 
Place Value 
Addition and subtraction  
Shapes 
Time 
Multiplication and division 
 

Journey by Aaron Becker 
Wizards of Once by Cressida Cowell 
The River by Valerie Bloom 
Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
Still I Rise by Maya Angelou 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr Seuss 
 
 

RE SCIENCE PSHE & C ENTERPRISE/COMMUNITY 

 
People – The family of God in Scripture 
 
Judaism – The Torah 
 
Building Bridges— Sacramental preparation, cele-
brating Reconciliation 
 
Gift – God’s gift of love and friendship in Jesus.  

  
States of Matter—we will be linking changes in the 
state of water to the water cycle. 
 
Sound – we will be investigating  how we hear 
sounds and discovering the different parts of the 
ear. 
 
 

  
With Mrs Biggs, we will 
be discussing the  
following topics: 
 
We are created and 
loved by God - examining 
the Sacraments and 
looking at human rights . 
 

  
We will be completing 
activities in class to raise 
funds for Children in 
Need and collecting  
during Advent for the 
local food bank. 


